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ARMENIAN TERRORISTS ARRESTED IN TEHRAN REPORTEDLY WILL BE HANGED 
Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 31 Mar 84 p l 
[Article: "Many Armenians in Iran Are Under Surveillance" ] 


[Text] It is reported that the Iranian police, following the attacks against 
Turkish embassy officials in Tehran, have imposed harsh punishment on the 
perpetrators. 


According to information which has reached Ankara from Tehran, a great many 
Armenians have been placed under surveillance on the basis of the confessions 
made by the seven arrested Armenian terrorists. [Iranian government agencies are 
engaged in an intensive effort in order precisely to determine which Iranian 
faction it is that supplies ASALA with arms and material assistance. 


Diplomatic circles in Ankara report that the Armenian terrorists arrested in 
Iran will be sentenced to death at a single court session. Inasmuch as [ran 

is presently at war, and an attack organizec. against a friendly country is con- 
sidered tantamount to treason, high authorities in Iran have warned the Ar- 
menians to be cautious about undertaking anything against Turkey and have ad- 
vised that the terrorists may promptly be hanged. 


The same sources report that ASALA, having heard that the arrested terrorists 
will be sentenced to death, has announced, in order to apply pressure to public 
opinion, that they will place bombs on aircraft flying to Turkey. 


As a consequence of this, security measures have been beefed up around the 
Turkish Embassy in Tehran and at apartments housing embassy officials. Officials 
of the Turkish Embassy in Tehran have informed the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
that they have been given superior police protection to what they had expected. 
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EGYPT 


POLITICAL LEADERS EXPRESS SKEPTICISM OVER NASIRIST PARTY MOTIVES 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 218, 14-20 Apr 84 pp 10, 11 


[Article by Nawwal Mustafa: "AL-MAJALLAH Asks Three Egyptian Figures about 
the Return of the Nasirists"] 


[Text] What would happen if the Egyptians woke up one morning to news an- 
nouncing the elimination of political parties? Such a development might ap- 
pear not to be at issue now, in view of the widespread state of political 
activity in Egypt. Nonetheless, there still is an appeal in Egypt for a 
return to a single party. What would be the anticipated reaction to such an 
appeal? Where would the democratic experience in Egypt be headed, in 1984 
especially, as a result of such an appeal? For Egypt and the people of E- 
gypt, this year represents a vital, important point. It is the year of elec- 
tions, which President Husni Mubarak asserts must be 100 percent neutral and 
clean, This in itself, for Egypt and its people, constitutes an approach 
toward attainment of the dream it has long held, and still does hold, the 
dream of real democracy. Last week (issue 216) AL-MAJALLAH presented a ques- 
tion on who would win in the Egyptian elections: the Nasirists or the al- 
Sadatists? Herewith are other reactions to this question, especially as 
regards the return of the Nasirists. 


In the healthy new political atmosphere which is dominated by the nature of 
movement and activity among the six parties that now exist in Egypt (the 
ruling National Democratic Party and the five opposition parties, the So- 
clalist Labor, Socialist Liberal, National Progressive Unionist Grouping, 
al-Ummah and New Wafd Parties), the Nasirists, as they call themselves out 
of affiliation with the late Egyptian leader Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir, made their 
appearance lately, and submitted their papers to the Committee on Parties in 
order to be given a permit to form a new party, the Nasirist Party. What 
happened? 


The Committee on Parties rejected the formation of the new party. In the 
reasons for its rejection, it was cited that the program the Nasirists sub- 
mitted to the Committee on Parties did not include agreement to the presence 
of a number of political parties in Egypt, but rather called for an alliance 
of the working forces of the people within a single party comprising all 
classes, orientations and opinions. The matter did not stop at that point. 

















The subject was presented to the administrative judiciary, so that it could 
look into the degree of constitutionality in the establishment of this par- 
ty, whose program is considered a violation of the constitution and the Law 
on Parties. The matter is still pending, while waiting for the judiciary's 
statement. 


In this area, AL-MAJALLAH sought to find the answer to a group of questions 
which have arisen on this issue, among then: 


Is it possible for all people who call themselves Nasirists to gather toge- 
ther under the banner of a single party? 


Is it possible for such a party to speak for a specific idea or a whole 
class? 


What can such a party, if it is destined to exist, offer the democratic 
experience in Egypt? 


Is it anticipated that it will yield up a new idea or a specific notion by 
which it will be able to remedy Egypt's basic problems, which are now urgent 
ones? 


Seeking the answer to these questions, AL-MAJALLAH met the great writer, Mr 
Mustafa Amin, and Dr Muhammad 'Asfur, a great scholar of the law, who has 
become famous for embracing the causes of freedoms in Egypt, especially po- 
litical freedoms, and has won all the cases he has taken on, most important 
of which, in the most recent period, was the case of the elimination of the 
appointed Lawyers’ Union council, in which he obtained a ruling that this 
measure was unconstitutional. He was also an attorney for Muhammad ‘Ali Sa- 
lih, a professor at the Faculty of Engineering, in the suit the latter filed 
against Jamal Anwar al-Sadat concerning cheating in examinations. In addi- 
tion, he has numerous important writings on the law and politics. The most 
recent casa he won was that of the New Wafd Party's resumption of activity. 
We also met with Mr Mustafa Kamil Murad, chairman of the Socialist Liberal 
Party. 


With Its Errors before Its Glories 


Mr Mustafa Amin answerad AL-MAJALLAH's queries by stating, "I welcome the 
presence of a Nasirist party, so that they can become aware of their true 
value in the country. I believe that the blunder a group of them has commit- 
ted is that they asked for the return of Nasirism with its errors before its 
glories." Mustafa Amin went on to say, "They want the return of torture, the 
return of the rule of the individual, the return of the concentration camps, 
sequestrations and confiscations, the change in the name of Egypt and the 
elimination of the name of Egypt, as they eliminated it before." 


Mustafa Amin said, "In addition, they want the Egyptian people to lose the 
right to speak out, although the only difference between man and animals is 
that man is an animal that speaks and the day he is deprived of the right to 
speak out, he is transformed into just an animal. They defend all the mis- 
takes as if they are trying to attribute all the crimes that occurred in 














‘Abd-al~Nasir's era to him. I believe that this is the greatest abuse to the 
nemory of ‘Abd-al-Nasir." 


os 


uestion! Do you expect that they will get seats in the coming elections? 


_Answer] They could get a majority if they took power, shut down the parties 
and papers, put the Egyptians in concentration camps and set up gallows. If 
they did all this, they would have a majority. I consider that the real 
leaders of the party are not present. These include people whom God has 
taken unto himself, such as Salah Nasr, Hamzah al-Basyuni, the director of 
the Military Prison, and Ahmad Nur, the chief of military police. They also 
include Shams Badran, who is in London. 

[Question] What do you expect their influence on the experience with demo- 
cracy in Egypt will be? 


_Answer] In the past they demanded evacuation, and there has been an evacua- 
tion. One of their glories is that they handed Sinai over to Israel. 


[Question] What statement would you direct to this party if it actually came 
into being? 


(Answer) I would tell them, you will have popularity among people who have 
not learned history, and if all the Egyptians lose their memory. Let them 
know that this country wants freedom, democracy and human rights. I believe 
that the reason for all the misfortunes that we are going through now is 
that the Egyptians were deprived oz human rights for 20 years. I also be- 
lieve that if they form a party, their symbol in the elections will be the 
gallows, and they will put up pictures of Hamzah al-Basyuni or Salah Nasr. 


Finally, I can tell them that the country now will not accept one-man rule. 
Things in Common 


We moved on to Dr Muhammad 'Asfur, and asked him, "Have the Nasirists joined 
together in a single group, or are they divided among themselves?" He an- 
swered as follows: 


"In reality, there are numerous tendencies among those who call themselves 
Nasirists, but there are things in common to them all, for instance, the 
glorification of 'Abd-al-Nasir. I believe that this is an abstract platforn, 
not one based on a philosophy or theory. The noteworthy thing is that while 
a number of parties have come into existence, they are calling for a single 
party. Their program includes the elimination of the parties, which would be 
replaced by an alliance of the working forces of the people. Article Five of 
the Egyptian constitution was amended in 1977 to stipulate the presence of a 
number of parties rather than the alliance of the working forces of the 
people within a single party, which was the Arab Socialist Union." 


Dr Muhammad 'Asfur went on to say, “It is well known that if ordinary legis- 
lators violate the constitution in favor of freedom or the expansion of 

freedom, although their legislation appears to be in violation of the cons- 
titution it actually corresponds to or is in keeping with the spirit of the 
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constitution itself, as long as it leaves a door open for freedoms and for 
new legislation to enlarge these freedoms, not constrict them. I consider 
the notion of a party which speaks for a class to be an erroneous one which 
has been transmitted to us from Marxist literature. We are totally alien to 
it. For example the Wafd Party, before the revolution, included members from 
various sectors and classes. It included capitalists, government employees, 
workers and industrialists. There was nothing to prevent the party from rep- 
resenting or speaking for all these classes. If we look at the democratic 
countries, we will find that in America, for example, in the two major par- 
ties, the Democratic and Republican Parties, there are groups from various 
classes of the society, and there is nothing to prevent a specific group 
from having a majority in the party which is closer to its principles and 
speaks for them. Therefore I consider that we must rule out the notion of a 
party that speaks for a class. The party speaks for different social class- 
@s, unless it is a party for the peasants, for example. On the basis of this 
notion, we find that even the British Labor Party, for instance, speaks not 
just for the workers but for all groups." 

Dr 'Asfur added, “If the Nasirists do not express an idea, what is Nasirism? 
There is no doctrine by the name of Nasirism. However, we in Egypt are af- 
flicted by a disease known as the disease of leadership. We sanctify leaders 
just as the old Egyptians sanctified the pharaohs. We also sanctify dead men 
and presidents." 


I am a Liberal 


The conversation then moved on to Mustafa Kamil Murad, the chairman of the 
Socialist Liberal Party, ‘sho answered our questions by stating, "The Nasir- 
ists’ party is founded on the existence of the single party which was domi- 
nant in the period of the late leader Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir, which was called 
the Liberation Rally (1953-57), then the Socialist Union [sic] (1957-1963), 
then the Arab Socialist Union (1963-1975), after which the political podiums 
appeared, then the political organizations, then the political parties, in 
November 1976." 


Murad continued his statement by saying, "Ten years after the revolution 
occurred, the National Conference of the Working Forces of the People ap- 
proved the National Action Charter, in May 1962. With the approval of the 
charter, Egypt became a democratic socialist country, since the charter was 
approved in the wake of the nationalizations that occurred in July 1961, 
when the revolution nationalized most of the major companies and factories 
in the country. The situation required the establishment of a unified poli- 
tical organization so that it would be possible to carry through the appli- 
cation of socialism and the principle of the working forces of the people in 
the form of workers, peasants, intellectuals, soldiers, and domestic capi- 
talists. In the context of the unified political organization, which com- 
prised the alliance of the working forces of the people, elections took 
place from the base to the top. Of course there were political currents 
within this unified organization, some leftist, some moderate socialist, and 
these tendencies took concrete form when they came together with a clash 
between the liberal current in the unified organization, under the leader- 
ship of Anwar al-Sadat and his comrades, and the leftist current in the 











Socialist Union, under the leadership of ‘Ali Sabri and his colleagues. 
These tendencies then assumed concrete form, after the corrective revolu- 
tion, in three political parties, the Liberal Party (the moderate socialist 
tendency), the Egypt Party (the centrist socialist tendency), and the Group- 
ing Party (the leftist socialist tendency). After al-Sadat's declaration of 
the establishment of the National Democratic Party in 1978, the members of 
the Egypt Party joined it. In 1978 the Socialist Labor Party also appeared, 
under the leadership of Ibrahim Shukri, as a non-extremist socialist party 
(left of center and to the right of the Grouping). Then after that there 
appeared the New Wafd Party, which is a liberal right-wing party, then the 
al-Ummah Party, an Islam2c:c party. The two most recent parties did not emerge 
from ‘Abd-al-Nasir's unique political organization, as I stated." 


We Are All Nasirists 


Mustafa Kamil Murad continued his statement by saying, "The Nasirists repre- 
sent a political current which adopted ‘Abd-al-Nasir's name as a symbol for 
itself, adhering to his system and political program which was dominant in 
Egypt for a period of 18 years (1952-1970). The Committee on Political Par- 
ties refused to give agr~ ment to the party, because its program was consi- 
dered a violation of the constitution, as it was not compatible with the 
presence of a number of parties, as stipulated in the constitution." 


[Question] Do you believe that they will come up with something new in their 
political thinking to remedy Egypt's issues now? 


{Answer] 'Abd-al-Nasir'’s system is now a historic stage. No one thinks, for 
example, of creating a party bearing the name of Napoleon Bonaparte. I would 
like to say that we are Nasirists, Khalid Muhyi~al-Din and I were free offi- 
cers and among the founders of the July 1952 revolution, and we cailed for 
these principles and embraced these currents which we declared as political 
programs for our parties when we were permitted to form parties. I believe 
in moderate socialism, which is based on narrowing the differences among 
classes, but I was not one of those who urged expanded nationalization. How- 
ever, I do believe that the people who want to form a Nasirist party now 
hav2 no great political past; therefore, I consider that their program is 
not serious in content and is not integrated, because it must touch upon all 
issues and problems and must offer a complete notion of the political, eco- 
nomic and social conditions behind the basic problems, which are of concern 
to all classes, not a single class or single group in the society. For exam- 
ple, they must offer a practical conception of a solution to the problems of 
services, education, industry, agriculture, transportation, customs and o- 
ther problems for whose solution our people need concentrated efforts and 
long-range political thinking. 


Mustafa Kamil Murad added, “Therefore, I do not expect that they will be 
able to form a party which has an integrated political program that accepts 
the presence of a number of parties and does not conflict with the constitu- 
tion and the Law on Parties. The important point which I consider will be 
the focal point of dispute among them is embodied in who will speak in their 
name. Will it be Kamal Ahmad, or will ‘Ali Sabri, Sha'rawi Jum'ah, and Di- 
ya'-al-Din Dawud consider him part of their children's generation and not a 
genuine Nasirist?" 

















Thus AL-MAJALLAH has attempted to observe this new phenomenon, which has 
appeared suddenly in the Egyptian political firmament and has added an unex- 
pected, uncalculated potential development to the course of the democratic 
experience in Egypt. The Egyptian political public is still waiting, an- 
xiously, enthusiastically and with true desire for change, development and 


greater freedom, for the result of the political contest, and who will kick 
the ball into the goal. 
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EGYPT 


POLL ASSESSES RESPONSIBILITY FOR LEBANON DEBACLE 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 218, 14-20 Apr 84 pp 30-32 


[Article by Dr 'Ali-al-Din Hilal: "A Poll in Which People in Liberal Profes- 
sions Participated: Egyptian Public Opinion Determines the People Responsi- 
ble for the Lebanese War" ] 


[Text] Due to the resignation of Shafiq al-Wazzan's cabinet and the fragmen- 
tation of some units in the Lebanese army as a result of the AMAL movement's 
appeal to Shiite soldiers in that army not to take part in the fighting, the 
alliance between the Druzes and the Shiites, the declaration by the United 
States at the end of last February of what it called the redistribution of 
its forces and withdrawal of the marines from their positions in Beirut to 
the ships stationed before the Lebanese coast, then the escalation of the 
fighting, the Shiite takeover of the positions the American forces eva- 
cuated, President Amin al-Jumayyil's trip to Damascus, the declaration of 
the termination of the 17 May agreement signed with Israel under United 
States mediation and support, and the start of the second round of the con- 
ference of national dialogue among the Lebanese forces -- due to the rapid 
emergence of these events, the Egyptian pubiic opinion pol] this week will 
revolve around these developments. Herewith is a report on this poll. 


The samnle whose responses represent the material for this analysis consists 
of 41 persons, who are distinguished by a high degree of homogeneity. They 
have all obtained university degrees (a bachelor's degree) with the excep- 
tion of one person, who has a master's degree in sociology. They are all 
men, also, except for four women (9.7 percent), and the great majority of 
them (82.92 percent) are in their twenties or thirties. In terms of vocatio- 
nal breakdown, the greatest group consists of journalists (13 persons), fol- 
lowed by lawyers (10), then doctors (eight), teachers (six), engineers 
(three) and female researchers (one). 


When the persons in the sample were asked "Who is responsible for the dete- 
rioration of conditions in Lebanon in the recent period?" and were given the 
right to choose among a number of answers -- that is, the belligerent Leba- 
nese groups, Israel, the United States, Syria, the Soviet Union, and others 
-- the persons were left with the freedom to add countries or other groups 
they considered suitable. The first choice was distributed between Israel 














(46.34 percent) and the belligerent Lebanese groups (36.58 percent), and the 
second choice was also distributed between Israel (62.17 percent) and the 
belligerent Lebanese groups (26.08 percent). The third choice was distri- 
buted between Syria (60 percent) and the United States (35.71 percent). 


These responses show that the primary responsibility for the deterioration 
of conditions in Lebanon in the view of the respondents can be attributed to 
Israel and the belligerent Lebanese groups; this appears clearly in the 
first and second choices (see the accompanying table). On the other hand, 
they view the United States and Syria as auxiliary elements, though not res- 
ponsible to the same extent as Israel and the Lebanese groups, so that we we 
can observe that neither of them appears clearly as a first or second 
choice, but they do appear clearly as a third choice. We also can observe 
that approximately one tenth (12.19 percent) considered all these forces 
essentially responsible. In their responses these people have perhaps ex- 
pressed the notion of the interlinkage of the scope of the parties to the 
Lebanese war. 


Was America Defeated? 


When they were asked whether President Reagan's decision to withdraw the 
marines from Beirut should be considered a defeat for American policy, the 
respondents were split, with 51.21 percant responding in the affirmative, 
while a corresponding proportion, 46.58 percent, replied that they were un- 
sure. 


We must pause here to explain this large percentage of answers that were 
unsure how to evaluate this decision, specifically, in comparison with what 
has been published in most American and European newspapers, which called it 
a defeat, an avalanche and the end of the American gamble in Lebanon. The 
HERALD TRIBUNE, for instance, pointed out that there has not been a failure 
or error similar to the one which Reagan committed in Lebanon in the history 
of American politics, while others compared it to America's error in Vietnam 
or Iran. Also underlining this evaluation is the followup and evaluation of 
official statements justifying the refusal to recommend the withdrawal of 
these forces. On 1 February, when Thomas O'Neill, the Democratic majority 
leader in the Senate [sic], recommended such a withdrawal, Reagan said: 
"That is surrender, a hard blow to expectations for peace in the area and 
extreme damage to American policy in all areas of the world." Before that, 
Lawrence Eagleburger, the deputy secretary of state, who had played a basic 
role in the negotiations that led to the revival of the strategic agreement 
between America and Israel, said, “It is in our ability to bring our boys 
back home immediately, but the extreme danger in this conduct is the encour- 
agement and escalation of the crisis. This might compel us to bring them 
back there again under more dangerous circumstances.... The best way to deal 
with Damascus is to let it know that it is not possible to smash the will of 
the United States." 


Robert MacFarlane, the national security advisor, wrote an article in the 
WASHINGTON TIMES (26 January) to the same effect, saying "The withdrawal of 
the multinational forces will not solve the problem but rather will make it 
worse. That will lead to further instability, and will reduce the chances 
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for peace between Israel and its neighbors. It will threaten the security of 
Israel and lead to greater intervention from the Soviet Union. The continued 
presence of these forces will give the adversaries of the United States the 
impression that conciliation is better than confrontation." Therefore, by 
looking at this series of statements and various justifications, which as- 
sert that the presence of these forces in Lebanon is in the vital interests 
of the United States and that their withdrawal will shake the image and 
reputation of America in the whole world, President Reagan's decision to 
withdraw them, regardless of the official description, which is the redis- 
tribution of forces, has been explained as a change in American orientations 
and a desire on the part of the leadership not to become further implicated 
during the election year. 


It is most likely that we can explain the high percentage of "unsure" [res- 
ponses] by the position of the Egyptian press and the official media, which 
have not emphasized the notion of the American defeat in Lebanon. 


[Table] Who Is Responsible for the Deterioration of Conditions in Lebanon? 


Responsible Party First Choice Second Choice Third Choice 
{ percent ] 

Israel 46.34 61 cote 

Belligerent Lebanese Parties 36.58 25 14.28 

United States 4.8 2 35.71 

Syria -- 10 50 


ho 
’ 
' 


Soviet Union -~ 


All These Forces 12.19 


Mistakes and Occasions 


In reality, American policy in Lebanon has erred more than once and on more 
than one occasion. It erred first of all in its conception of the Lebanese 
problem and its belief that it was a military matter that could be resolved 
through the "big stick" and the creation of a trained Lebanese army, and it 
ignored the political and social aspects and historic relations among the 
Lebanese factions and the fact that what Lebanon needs is a new political 
and social formula which will express the new balances in the society, after 
the passage of approximately 40 years since the understanding which was 
reached in 1943, whose result was the formation of the system which domi- 
nated Lebanon up to now. It erred second of all when it looked at the prob- 
lem basically in terms of the struggle between East and West, with Syria 
representing Soviet interests in the region, so that it had to be fought and 
stood up to. It erred third of all in introducing its forces into the armed 
struggle in Lebanon. These forces were gradually transformed from peacekeep- 
ing forces, or forces separating the belligerents, into combat forces 
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intervening to support one group against another. It erred fourth of all by 
linking the wheel of American policy to Israeli policy, and encouraging the 
Lebanese president to continue along the road of the 17 May agreement which 
the national forces and Syria had rejected, considering its abrogation a 
condition for resuming the dialogue with the Lebanese government. 


What Is the Solution? 


In another area, great enthusiasm and strong support was manifested for the 
French recommendation that forces belonging to the United Nations be brought 
into Lebanon in place of the multinational forces. The largest majority in 
this poll (90.24 percent) responded by supporting this recommendation. An 
almost equal majority (88.89 percent) ventured to state that the Soviet Un- 
ion, on grounds that it is a member of the Security Council, would agree to 
this recommendation, contrary to what actually happened and although the 
phrasing of the question pointed out explicitly that the Soviet Union had 
rejected this recommendation before. Only four (9.75 percent) responded that 
the Soviet Union would reject the recommendation. It is most likely that the 
enthusiasm for this recommendation might perhaps reflect Egyptian interest 
in it and President Mubarak's personal support for it. 


The analyses point out that the Soviet Union has not supported this recon- 
mendation but has imposed a number of conditions [to be met] before the 
sending of a force belonging to the United Nations, such as the prior with- 
drawal by the four Western countries of their forces from Lebanon, the with- 
drawal of the American fleet from Lebanese territorial waters, noninterven- 
tion in Lebanon's internal affairs, and the need for the belligerent Leba- 
nese forces to agree to that. 


The answers of the individuals in the sample were divided with respect to 
other resolutions and recommendations besides the French recommendation, 
which enjoys great support. With respect to the recommendation of the Druzes 
and Shiites of the need for the resignation of President Amin al-Jumayyil, 
whom Walid Jumblatt has considered an obstacle to national reconciliation, 
and whom Nabih Barri has mentioned he considers responsible for the slaugh- 
ters the army has carried out, in his capacity as its supreme commander, 
demanding that he resign to give another Maronite president an opportunity 
to get Lebanon out of its crisis, the majority replied that it was not sure 
about this resolution (53.65 percent), while 36.58 percent were in favor of 
the recommendation and 9.75 rejected it. 


One of the respondents commented by saying "The problem does not lie in the 
person of al-Jumayyil or anyone else but first of all in agreeing over a new 
political formula. After that, we can agree or disagree over the person of 
the president, whoever he might be." 


We can find a corresponding split in positions on the withdrawal of the 
Syrian forces from Lebanon as an element in the restoration of its stabili- 
ty: 48.78 responded by agreeing to withdrawal at the same time as the Israe- 
li forces, while exactly the same percentage responded by agreeing to with- 
drawal, but after the full withdrawal of the Israeli forces. No two people 
were in favor of a unilateral Syrian withdrawal. One of the responses 
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expressed reservations by saying that a simultaneous withdrawal was the only 
practical solution, because no one would in practice be able to remove Is- 
rael except within this formula, although it is not possible to deal with 
the Syrian presence and the Israeli occupation as if they were the same 
thing. 


We find this split in regard to the withdrawal of Israel from southern Leba- 
non: 31.7 percent replied that it would withdraw, a corresponding percentage 
mentioned that they were not sure or did not know the answer, and 36.58 
percent answered that it would not withdraw but would prolong its military 
presence. 


The Political System 


As regards the optimum political form for the regime in Lebanon, the answers 
were also split among those who advocated a return to the regime that pre- 
vailed before the outbreak of the civil war (43.90 percent), a small propor- 
tion (12.19 percent) who supported the establishment of a federal system 
which would give each faction a degree of intrinsic autonomy, and no one 
favoring the notion of splitting Lebanon up into statelets. 


What is the best form of government? The answers were as follows: che situa- 
tion prior to the war, 43.90 percent, a united Lebanon without factional 
discrimination, 43.90 percent, a federal union systam, 12.19 percent, and 
partition, zero. 


It is worth pointing out that the Lebanese national forces also rejected the 
notion of the federal solution, power for the regions, or any fori of parti- 
tion for Lebanon. Nabih Barri has warned that the unity of Lebanon, with its 
Moslams and Christians, was not open to discussion or subject to opinion, 
and that to that end he was ready to declare a hundred years’ war. 


I cannot find anything better with which to conclude this analysis than the 
notion the British writer Patrick Seale mentioned in a recent article he 
wrote, in which he stated that the Lebanese crisis was a reflection of a 
greatar crisis, the crisis of the Arab system and the crisis of Arab-Arab 
relations. 


The recent events in Lebanon point to the failure of the American-Israeli 
partnership as an effective instrument for administering the affairs of the 
region, because any systam of relations that ignores Syria's interests in 
Lebanon or imagines the imposition of its military will alone, in the ab- 
sence of an accepted political formulation, is doomed to collapse. That was 
the fate of the 17 May agreement. 


11887 
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EGYPT 


MINISTER OF INTERIOR DISCUSSES PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS 
Cairo AL-NUSAWWAR in Arabic No 3107, 27 Apr 84 pp 22-26, 70-71 


[Interview with Hasan Abu Basha, minister of interior, by Yusuf al-Qa'id, 

Sulayman ‘Abd-al-'Azim and Rabi’ Abu al-Khayr: "How Can We Guarantee Impartial 
Elections When You Are One of Candidates; Which Is Stronger in National Party: 
Conservative Forces or Forces for Chanee: Issue of Liberals: It Is Not in Egypt's 
Interest to Exaggerate Something That Does Not Exist" in Cairo; date not specified | 


[Text] If [Every] Minister of Interior Were to Resign Pe- 
cause of Incident, There Would Not Re Single Ninister of In- 
terior in World; Incident of @l-ahraz) Has No Political NDi- 
mension; It is Individual Act Aimed at Material Gair and We 
Have Gotten VYold of Its Threads; Exclusive News: National 
Party Will be Rebuild on New Bases Compatible with President 
Mubarak's Instructions and Principles, and All Party's Orran- 
izations Will Te Completed; It Is Natural for Cabinet Reshutf- 
fle to Take Place after Elections; Minister's District: I 
Don't ilead List in “ty District; It Is Headed by Worker; My 
Candidacy in Elections Does Not Violate Parliamentary Tradi- 
tions with Which We Are Concerned; Regarding Elections: There 
Is No Problem Insofar As Transporting Ballot Poxes from Sub- 
committees to Public Committee Is Concerned; I Challenge Those 
Who Say There Has Been No Equality between National Party and 
Other Parties" ] 


"Ye have done this before." 


These were the words Maj Ger Ilasan Abu Basha uttered upon enterins the main 
meeting hall in Dar al-llilal, with a smile preceding his words. He shook hands 
with those present twice, once upon arrival and another time upon departure 3 
nours later. 


This was actually the second time in 9 months in which the man came to us and 
it so happens that Evypt's enersetic democracy dictates that the subject of 


discussion in both interviews be the same: Fgypt's elections. 


Rather, the main topic in both interviews has, desnite the long period separat- 
ing them, taken the form of a sharply pointed question. In the first 
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interview, which took place last August, we asked Abu Basha: Who will ruar- 
antee the neutrality of the police in the coming elections? 


This time, the distance separating us from Abu Basha abounded with numerous 
questions, led by a fundamental cuestion: 


How can we guarantee the neutrality of the elections when vou are one of the 
candidates? 


The word "neutrality" occurs in both questions, meaning that it has been one of 
AL-MUSAWWAR's main concerns in both interviews. 


The interview lasted 3 hours, even though the man's time is charged with numer- 
ous duties. It was difficult for him to come to us, and the interview had to 
be postponed three times. Even when he came, he had to come directly from the 
45th meeting of the NDP [National Democratic Party] which discussed the party 
election lists. 


We asked Abu Basha: Why have you nominated you-self in al-Jizah and what is 
your relationship with this,district? lIlave you resigned from your position, 
as the opposition circles say? What are the actual limits and dimensions of 
the (al-ahraz) issue, why should a judicial official not head the General 
Elections Committee and what are President Mubarak's thoughts and instructions 
regarding the elections? We also asked him: When will the special laws he 
abolished, the ban on the formation of parties be lifted and the parties law 
be reconsidered? Which is stronzer in the NDP: The conservative forces or the 
forces for change? Why has AL-WAFD newspaper been confiscated? ‘hat is the 
future and what are the limits of change within the IDP after these elections? 
We further asked Abu Basha: Why aren't the Brothers [Muslim Brotherhood] and 
the Nasirists allowed to form parties and what is the current position of the 
Nasirists on Egypt's political map? 


To find the answers, you have to read the entire interview. 


[Question] The startins point is elections, and ovr question is: Why has 
the announcement of the NDP lists been delayed more than necessary? What are 
the nomination criteria observed by the party in selecting its candidates? 
What percentage of change [in candidates] has taken place and why has it heen 
a small percentage? 


[Answer] To start, I would like to point out that there is a true realization 
that Esypt is passing through an important turning point in its history because 
there is a new political situation and there is a democratic climate that is 
new to Esypt. When I say a new democratic climate, I mean the word in its full 
sense. In numerous historical phases, Egypt did not have a sound democratic 
climate. Prior to the July 1952 revolution, there was no democratic climate 
and no sound democratic activity in Egypt. What existed at the time were the 
political positions of national forces rejecting the conditions prevalent at 
that time. Those forces reflected the will of the people who were denied self- 
expression. Egynt was under the control of colonialism for a long period of 
time. After the inception of the July revolution, democratic activity was 
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nonexistent in the first phase of the revolution. This was natural because a 
revolution anywhere seeks inevitably to impose special conditions, considering? 
that it aims at changing society and the bases of the social dimension. This 
requires the adoption of special measures that enable the revolution to defend 
itself. This is the so-called revolutionary legitimacy, especially since the 
Esyptian revolution was the tarset of external forces before beings the target 
of internal forces. In the second pirase of the revolution after 1°71, in the 
wake of the October 1973 war specifically, the tendency to establish the main- 
stays of democracy, which represented one of the revolution's main princinles, 
enerced. Regrettably, democratic activity suffered a setback from the besin- 
ning of 1979 until 1981--a setback which culminated in September and October 

ef the same year. When President Mubarak assumed responsiblity, he took a 

new step whose features began to show when he released the politicians who had 
been under detention and then received those politicians in his office immed- 
iately upon their release from detention. Then came the second step toward 
national reconciliation with the various political forces. The features of 

the new denocracy among, any people is subject to various stares of srowth. 
Numerous countries have passed throush these stases. The political forces 
shoulder the responsibility of taking into account and considering the circur- 
stances surroundins these stages. The features of democratic activity hesan 

to emerge prior to October 1951 when we initiated the first step of democratic 
activity after the lone special period under which we lived in the wake of the 
July revolution. We must adnit that this period was somewhat too lons and that 
it was interspersed with some mistakes. I believe that this is somethinsc 
normal to which all revolutions are exposed. But what we have noticed is that 
the Esyptian political forces have not yet realized the perils that could 
undermine the democratic climate, democratic activity and the growth of the 
democratic experience and of the democratic structure. This is why these 
democratic forces have slipped into some pitfalls embodied in their failure 

to understand the boundary separatine sound political competition from the 
political competition that encourages illegal forces to entrench their presence 
in the politica] arena beyond the legitimate framework and to achieve a decree 
of «rowth that then enables these illegal forces to impose themselves in one 
way or another as a result of the moral anc material support they have been able 
to vain and to leap on power fror outside the framework of legitimacy. This is 
exactly what happened in 1979, 19381 and 1982. 


bal 


Recime's Responsibility bDefore 1981 


[Question] In our view, the resime was not innocent of encouraging the ener- 

gence of these groups prior to 1951. It so happened that the political forces 
existing in the arena made mistakes in establishins alliances with leritimate 

forces, thus contributinrs to the transformation of those forces into illeciti- 
inate forces. It is certain that we cannot absolve the regime existing at the 

time of the resnonsibility of encouraging these groups. 


[Answer] ([fistakes were definitely committed in this regard. It is my opinion 
that there are miscalculations. When President lUusni Mubaral: assumed power 
after October 1901, he met in his office with all the politicians from the 
various political forces, had a discussion with them and promised to onen lis 
heart to every [syptian, telling them that the responsibility of rebuilding 
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Eeypt falls on the shoulders of e ‘ery Egyptian. When the president of the 
republic embarked on this new direction, the features of the new democratic 
activity began to be entrenched day after day and Egypt began to experience a 
climate of political freedom that had not been there before--a climate re- 
flected in the fact that every man is entitled to say what he wishes within 
the lesitimate framework. The partisan papers publishwhatever they wish with- 
out being subjected to confiscation. The writers write with utter freedom 

and partisan meetings are held without any obstacles. The parties are achiev- 
ing a degree of growth as a result of being given the opportunity to engage in 
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sound partisan activity that is not restricted by any shackle. 
Egypt's Legitimate Democratic Steps 


[Question] But the other political forces have a different viewpoint on the 
establishment of sound cemocratic activity? 


[Answer] Certainly. The political forces are projecting other viewpoints and 
calling, for the free formation of parties without any restriction or condition 
and for the unrestricted freedom of newspaper publication. These are viewpoints 
that can be discussed. I believe that no people can acquire democracy in a man- 
ner incompatible with their circumstances, their real situation and the external 
and internal considerations facing them. However, it suffices that many 
countries view Egypt with appreciation and surprise. These countries say that 
Egypt is located in an inflammable area and is surrounded by external conditions 
of which we are all aware, in addition to internal conditions that require 
focusing on certain problems. Despite all this and despite the tribulation to 
which Esypt was subjected in 1981 and which could have denolished all of 
society's fundamental bases and mainstays, Egypt has been able to march firmly 
toward a stability viewed by the world with admiration and surprise at the same 
time. These countries consider the LCgyptian experience a unique one and, there- 
fore, view this experience as a living and positive model. Considering that 

we are enjoying this climate and this stability and that we are living in an 
atmosphere of political freedom that enables the legitimate political forces 

to exercise their political responsibility within the partisan framework per- 
mitted by the law and the constitution, then this means that we are moving in 
steady steps on the sound path toward demozracy. If this path is 10 Im lonp, 
then I believe that we have crossed a third of the distance. It is my opinion 
that it is a great gain to have covered this distance in 2 or 3 years. 


Within this period, two new parties have emerged on the political scene, namely, 
the Wafd Party and al-Ummah Party. loreover, partisan newspapers have been is- 
sued and hundreds of partisan meetings and conferences have been held. We can 
also feel the freedom of expression. Therefore, the Egyptian parties enjoy no 
lesser a space of freedom than those enjoyed by the European parties. ‘What re- 
mains for us is to continue the march on the path until we build the sound 
democratic structure completely. 


This is why the entire world is watching the elections in FEevpt with extreme 
interest and believes that these elections represent an important phase in the 
democratic course. It is no surprise that the elections receive all this at- 
tention. (lioreover, it is no surprise that preparins the lists is takings 
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numerous lons sessions, considerins that it is essential to establish clear 
criteria for selecting the NDP candidates. 


Denocratic Path Between Speed and Slowness 


[Question] You consider what has been accomplished in the past 2 vears toward 
pbuilding the democratic structure in Esypt a miracle and believe that the 
current judsment of the experience and its final results is wronre. We say 
that some people believe that we have traveled one-third of the path more 
slowly than necessary. What is your comment? 


[Answer] I believe that any country emersing from conditions similar to the 
conditions experienced by Erypt in the 1°70's, esneciallv in the wake of the 
October war and the problems it created and the previous wars which had left 
their impact on the social and economic situation, plus the political crisis 
experienced by Esypt in 1979, 1980 and 1931--if we examine all these concitions 
and examine on tie other hand what has been accomplished in the past 2 vears 
toward building the complete der:ocratic structure, then we will find that Feypt 
has achieved a miracle by all criteria. 


If we examine the history of democratic practices in other well-established 
countries, we would find that democratic activity in a country like [noland 
reached its current state only after nearly 199 years of experience. 


In France, this democratic activity was not achieved until decades after the 
Irench revolution. We also find that the democratic structure has not yet heen 
completed in numerous countries. These countries must go throush certain 
phases over which nobody disarrees. This is why I find that the political 
forces that lead society and that are responsible for enlightening, i.e., 
guiding, people politically shoulder a fundamental responsibility. These 
forces can either map out the sound path or create faulty positions that 

set back democratic activity. Therefore, we bes all the political forces in 
Egypt to realize the nature of the circumstances that Esyptian society is 
undergoing and to understand that the process of democratic activity requires 

a sense of responsibility and some sort of controls that create a healthy 
climate for this action. Thus, sound democratic activity is being reaffirmed 
in Egypt day after day. The proof is that we have not lost anything in the 
past 2 years. On the contrary, we are makins gains. I believe that those who 
say that we are losins anything insofar as denocratic activity is concerned are 
contradicting the truth and reality. 


In fact, Esypt is daily making more gains. If some people try, for some in- 
mediate partisan or political objective, to encourage indirectly the illegiti- 
mate forces to achieve some growth, then I believe that this will lead to 
another setback someday. 


When Will Democratic Structure Be Completed? 
[Question] We hope that such a day will not coe. Towever, do you believe 


that the remaining two-thirds of the path toward building the complete demo- 
cratic structure indicate abolition of the special laws, a liftine of the 
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ban on the formation of parties and a reconsideration of the system of the 
upcoming elections? 


[Answer] I don't believe that there is anythine constant in this world. 
Everything is subject to change. I also believe that nobody has said that 
matters will go on as they are forever. The president of the republic has 
Stressed many times and on numerous occasions that everythine is subject to 
reexamination. It is my opinion that there is no restriction on the formation 
of new parties in Egypt. However, there are controls. Is it in Egypt's in- 
terest to have 30 or 40 parties existing in it? 


Egypt and Parties, In Whose Interest Precisely? 


[Question] There are numerous viewpoints, and some people believe that the 
freedom of forming parties should be given without any restrictions. 


[Answer] Some people believe that Egypt's interest dictates that all controls 
concernin; the formation of parties be eliminated. But it is not necessary 

that this viewpoint is 100 percent sound. This may lead to harmering the 
movement of political life. There may come a day when we can absorb any number 
of parties. But we must examine the reality under which we live because depart- 
ing from the reality and soaring in the imagination and in horizons remote from 
this reality may harm partisan and political activity in Egypt. 


[Question] What about the special laws? 


[Answer] It is very possible that the special laws will be changed one day 
and I believe that this will lead to completing the democratic structure and 
to bolstering the democratic process. 


[Question] We know that you have just arrived from a meeting which discussed 
the lists. How many meetings have been held to discuss this issue? 


[Answer] The truth is that I have not counted the meetings. 
[Question] Why the delay in announcing the NDP lists? 


[Answer] The delay has been due to the careful examination of the candidate 
lists. I will note here a difficult equation with which, I believe, all the 
parties have been faced. This equation requires the selection of the fittest 
elements insofar as purity, political ability and representation of a segment 
of society are concerned. At the same time, several other factors which govern 
the selection of candidates have to be taken into consideration. These factors 
are embodied in the candidate's background and popularity, considerins that 
every party wants to gain the highest percentare of votes. This is why the 
equation is difficult, and I believe that it is difficult for all the other 
parties. Therefore, the other parties have done what the IMP did. Conse- 
quently, the NDP is not the only party whose lists have been postponed. The 
other parties have also postponed preparing their lists. Thus, careful examin- 
ation has led to delaying the parties’ lists, considering that each party is 
eager to keep the secrets of the preparation of its lists until the last moment. 
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But as the well-known Chinese proverb says, "I know that trying to please all 
people is a certain path to failure." Therefore, it is difficult to trv to 
please all people. ‘But the NDP has tried as much as possible to move in the 
right direction by selecting its candidates properly. This is why it has 

held numerous meetinss in order to present candidates who enjoy the highest 
desree of popular approval, sood reputation, purity and ability to engage in 
political activity and to represent one of society's various sesments, be they 
workers, farmers, national capitalists or intellectuals. 


Tuose Who Have Harmed NDP 


fOuestion] What are the reasons behind the exclusion of those who have not been 
fortunate enough to be included in the "DP lists? 


[Answer] I believe that those who have not been included in the partv lists 
lack one of the criteria established by the party for the election of its 
candidates. The party has established several criteria which must be met by 
every member selected by the party to be included in its lists, including his 
background and the popularity he enjoys in his district and his ability to en- 
case in political action. As for those excluded, the member who may have lost 
his popularity for some reason, old age and immobility or the lack of a hond 
between the member and his district. 


[Question] Can it be said that the elenents proven to have harmed the ‘NP have 
been excluded from these lists? 


[Answer] As much as possible. 


nn 


[Question] Why as much as possible? 

[Answer] ‘io the createst desree possile. 

[Question] Why not completely? 

[Answer] What I mean by the sreatest degree possible is completely. 

fOuestion] Does this mean that these lists will produce no negative reactions? 


[Ansver] It is my assessment that the choice has fallen on the best elenents 
with which the party can wase the upcoming elections. It is true thet the 
selection has been hard and that the party has had a large number from which 
to choose. The difficulty has heen in enabling the party to please all the 
members. This is why I believe that there are members enjoying a cood reputa- 
tion who have not been fortunate enoush to be selected. Therefore, I urre every 
Ceyptian to participate in political life wit>out tying this participation to 
his being placed or not placed in a certain position. I believe that the “)P 
members who have not had a turn this tine will have a big role in the process 
of building the party, which is no less important than in participatine in the 
People's Assembly. On the contrary, I believe that building the party after 
the elections will be of major importance because it will he a completely new 
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structure that will fully reflect all the hopes and objectives which President 
Husni liubaral: carries in the coming phase. 


[Question] Can we quote you as saying that the party buildins process will be- 
cin immediately upon completion of the elections an! that the party will be re- 
built from top to bottom? 


e— 


Answer] I believe that this will take place. 


[Ouestion] What are the districts in which the hishest percentage of chanze 
has taken place? 


[Answer] Nearly 30 percent of the current members in the People's Assembly 


have been changed. 
[Question] Thirty percent of the old members? 


[Answer] I believe so. 


[Question] Is this percentage calculated after the addition of the 60 percent 
who are new faces? 


[Answer] Thirty percent of the old members, excluding the 60 percent. 
[Question] Generally, if the chance affects 30 percent of the old members in 


the People's Assembly, we believe that it is a good percentage. Are there 
districts where there has been a complete change? 


[Answer] No. 


fOuestion}] Are there districts where the chance has reached 89 or 90 percent? 


[Answer] There are some districts where the change has reached 50 percent and 
other districts where the vercentage is lower. 


[Ouestion] And other districts which have remained the same? 

[Answer] No. 

[Question] Not even a single district? 

[Answer] Not a single district throughout the republic has remained unchanged. 


‘ 


[Cuestion] We have learned that you will head the list for the first district 
in al-Jizan? 


(Answer] I do not head the list. I am the second in order. 
[Question] Who heads the list? 


[Answer | A worker. 
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Why Does Minister Nominate Hinself 


[Question] The neutrality of tie police has been evident to all throucshout 14 
previous by-elections. This has contributed not only to the soundness of the 
democratic climate but also to greater psychological confidence on the part of 
the policemen themselves. Do you believe that this [your competins in the 
elections] will have bad consequences? 


[Answer] To start with, I am a political minister, a minister in a partisan 
cabinet and a member of the NDP Ceneral Secretariat. Therefore, my competing 
in the elections does not violate parliamentary traditions and has nothings to 
do with the integrity of the election process. 


[Question] Does this mean that al-Jizah policemen will not do you favors? 


[Answer] I don't believe this will happen. I don't believe that al-Jizal 
policemen will do me favors. 


[Question] Why? 
[Answer] Because there are no favors in elections. 


[Question] We believe that al-Jizah district will be the focus of stron¢ at- 
tention by the world media, as will Shubra al-Khaymah district where the prime 
minister is a candidate. Will special standards be applied to these two dis- 
tricts in order that all may be assured of the soundness of the election prco- 
cess and of the neutrality of the police? 


[Answer] No special standards will be applied. The standards applied to the 
Other districts will also be applied to these two districts. 


[Question] What are the general standards that will be applied to insure the 
soundness of the election process and the neutrality of the police? 


[Answer] The only thine applied will be the law. 
[Question] What are your instructions insofar as this issue is concerned? 


[Answer] Insuring the soundness of all phases of the election process and 
implementing the legal measures. The police will insure this and will sive 
all the parties an equal chance to carry out election propaganda. Second, 

on election day, the police will assume their full role in protecting and in- 
suring security during the election, in protecting the election committee and 
in taking all the legal measures if there is any attempt to violate the law. 


{[Cuestion] Do you think that these measures provide the guarantees insurins 
the soundness of the election process? 


[Answer] I believe that they provide a sufficient guarantee and they are oper- 
ative in numerous countries. 
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Transporting Ballot Boxes and Guarantees 


[Question] There are two activities pertaining to the neutrality of the 
police: The casting of votes and then transporting the ballot boxes from the 
subdistricts to the main districts where the vote count takes place. What are 
the measures you have taken to assure tle complete neutrality of the police, 
becinning with the castins of votes and ending with delivery of the boxes for 
the vote count? 


[Answer] When the citizen goes to cast his vote, he will not be subjected to 
any influence. In the committee office, he will be the one decidins to whom to 
give his vote. As for transportins the boxes, I don't see any problem 
there because the boxes are transported by vehicle to the General Committee 

in broad daylight before the eyes of all. 


[Question] This means that there is nothing to prevent the presence of a repre- 
sentative of each party while the boxes are transported? 


[Answer] As a representative of the police, wehave nothing to do with the party 
representatives. ‘fy responsibility is to transport the boxes. These boxes are 
locked and sealed by the committee chairmen and are then gathered in trucks 

anc transported to the General Committee. As for other private cars belonging 
to the party representatives and drivine behind the trucks until the boxes are 
Celivered, this is something with which we have nothins to do. 


Yafdists Sav...So What Does Minister Say? 

[Question] The Wafdists say that very confidential instructions have been is- 
sued by the minister of interior to the security people in the vovernorates, 
to the policemen in the police districts anc precincts and to village mayors 


and chiefs to support the NDP members. What is your comment on this? 


[Answer] This is imagination. It has not happened and I have issued no in- 
structions to this effect. 


[Ouestion] but they say that villavse mayors and chiefs are civil servants and 
are under the influence of the Ministry of Inteiror and that this will motivate 


them to support the NDP members. 


[Answer] The mayors and chiefs have nothing to do with the elections and their 
task will be confined to identifyin;, the voters, if thev are asl:ed to do so. 


[GCuestion] Will their task be confined to this duty only? 
fAnswer] Only this, and only in case they are asked to do so. 


[Question] ‘Why have you been strict in bannine marches organized by the candi- 
dates? 


fAnsver] Pecause such narches may turn into clashes that uncernine public 
security. I vonder: What is the motive for sic! marches? I believe that thev 











are an unhealthy aspect of democratic activity. These parties are permitted 
to hold meetings and conferences and will be permitted to set up [conference] 
pavilions when nominations are terminated and appeals are settled, provided 
that the parties coordinate with each other. 

[Question] Who will take charge of coordination between these parties? 
[Ansyer ] The police precincts. 

fQuestion] What is the objective of the intervention of the police? 

[Answer] To prevent clashes between the parties. It may so happen that tvo 
parties may be holding meetings in the same place simultaneously and the 
rivalry between them may lead to violations of the law. Very resrettably, 
fishts between the candidates erupt in some of these conferences. Therefore, 
it is not beneficial to allow matters to go without any controls. If there 
is coordination between the parties, then we have no objection. 

DP and Other Parties 


[Question] Will the other parties be treated on an equal footings as the MDP? 


[Answer] I defy any person claiming that there is no equality. On the con- 
trary, we help all the parties find places to hold their meetings. 


[Question] Do you expect major explosions to take place in the NDP as a re- 
sult of the announcement of the party's candidate lists? 


fAnswer] I believe that the NDP elements are convinced of what the party is 
doing. Some disagreements may develop, but I cannot imagine that they will 
reach the point of explosions. 

[Question] Why did the NDP secretary in al-Jizah resign? 

[Answer] He disagreed with the views of some of the leadership in al-Jizah. 
[Question] Is the cause related to the nomination of some individuals? 
[Answer] I cannot ascertain this. But there have been previous disagreements. 
[Ouestion] We believe that the nomination is the main reason. 

[Answer] No. 

[Question] Did the secretary resign or was he relieved? 


[Answer] He took a position and resigned. 
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You and al-Jizah: What Is Story? 


[Question] Why hasn't Ilasan Abu Easha been nominated in Kafr al-Zayyat? 
What is your relationship with al-Jizah? 


[Answer] ly relationship with al-Jizah dates back 49 years when I graduated 
from the Police Academy. I have spent all my life in al-Jizah. I was horn 
in Cairo and my relationship with al-Jizah dates back to the tire when I was 
a second lieutenant in al-Jizah district capital--al-Jizah precinct currently. 


[Ouestion] What are you soins to tell the voters in al-Jizah? 


[Answer] I will tell the al-Jizah voter that a People's Assembly member must 
reflect Egypt's new hope in the future, God willing. He must have the ability 
to take positions that reflect the masses' interest. A People's Assembly mem- 
ber must believe in scientific accomplisi:ment and plannins because Teypt can 

no lonser withstand offhanded action. Therefore, I, as a citizen, must focus 
on supporting the new system adopted since President Muharalt heran his tern, 
nemely, the system of plannins, Lecause this is the scientific system compatible 
with the phase being undergone by Feypt and with the problems experienced by 
Eeypt in recent years. It suffices to point out here that the accomplishment 
made in the past 2 years on the basis of this plannin;: could not have been made 
previously in any sphere whatsoever, be it the sphere of construction or of 
services. It is enough that the chronic problems from which Egypt had suffered 
for decades, such as the problen of sanitation--it is enough to sav that as a 
result of the scientific plamnine which has tealen place, we have actually besun 
to implement a sanitation project that will cost Esypt nearly 4 billion pounds 
and will meet Leypt's needs for 1090 vears to come. It is enough to note this. 


It is enough to say that the projects beins implemented to eliminate the prob- 
lem of drinkins, water will meet Egypt's needs, despite the population crovtk, 
for decades to come. 


It is enoucsh to say that the electricity generated in the past 2 vears has 
amounted to one-half the amount of electricity senerated in the past 20 years. 
It is enoush to say that the volume of investments made in the past 2 years and 
of the investments designated for the coming phase equals the volume of the in- 
vestments appropriated in Ceypt in the past 39 years. This is the accomplish- 
ment with which the Egyptian citizen must be convinced and which does actually 
lead to a better future. Words that do not rely on a real accomplishment are 
no more than words that carry numerous neaninss, and they are not the words 
Egypt needs now. 


It suffices that the NDP is the party whose social tendencies have been reaf- 
firmed and is the party which symbolizes stability and seeks to achieve this 
stability and to protect Esypt from leaping into the unknown. 


Moreover, the NDP is the party whose principles are compatible with Feypt's 
tuiddle-of-the-road character, which rejects radicalism of all kinds and under 
all nares. 
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There .. another point. It is enough to say that in the past 2 years, deno- 
cratic practice has been established and the social dimension has been tacl:led 
so successfully that [gypt has achieved a degree of stability that does not 
exist in any other part of the region in which we live. 


Concerns of Small Employee in District 


[Question] To counter these words, we will raise the issue of the prices and 
of the burden they pose to the small employee and to the ordinary citizen. 
What will you tell the people insofar as the issue of prices is concerned? 


[Answer] It will tell the people that the existing sound planning and the 
channeling of Egypt's investments and resources toward ideal action anc sound 
services--all of which can be reflected in social stability in Eeypt--are 
capable of curtailing inflation, which is an international problem. It is 
certain that in comparison with the inflation rate in many other countries 
f2round us, Egypt's inflation rate is much lower. As a result of sound plan- 
ning, four-fifths or 80 percent of Egypt's investment resources are channeled 
toward the production sector, whether industrial or agricultural production, 
and toward the service sector. All this is capable of curtailing the infla- 
tion problem. We do not deny that there the prices are risine and ve do not 
deny that it is necessary to balance the wages with the prices. It is 
definite that this depends on the presence of a production volume thet covers 
any increase developing in the prices. Therefore, there will be a national 
Sloan saying that Egypt must increase its production in the coming phase by 
the degree that actually permits us to tackle the pap between wares and prices. 


It is certain that endeavors are beine made in one form or another to raise 
wages by certain percentages. I know that wages have risen in the past ? 
years at faster rates than in preceding years. 


iloreover, the problem of production is now being tacrled scientifically. For 
example, we believe that mechanized acriculture contritutes to raisins the 
vertical procuctivity of certain main crops, such as rice and corn, and we have 
achieved very reassurin;, results in this regard. “Mechanized acriculture will 
also be applied to the cultivation of wheat. Al these are undoubtedly promis- 
ing results. We must also say that regardless >t the dimensions of the vonula- 
tion problem, we, as a people, are larrely responsible for some of the hard- 
ship we are experiencing because Egypt's population crowth rate is hicher than 
that of any other country in the world. It is certain that this is not in the 
Usyptian people's interest, and we must control population crovth in order that 
we may be able to better enjoy all the development plans bheins imlemented hv 
the state now. 


lidinister's Rival and hat "le Savs in District 
[Cuestion] If I were your rival, I would raise the issue of toe emercency laws 


in the face of the minister of interior and say tat the minister hberefits 
from these laws. What would vou then say? 
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fAnswer] I would say that the emergency laws fron which tlhe minister of inter- 
ior benefits fall within a very narrow area that concerns every [syptian citi- 
zen, nately, the area of fighting terrorism anc violerce. I would also sav 
that throughout the past vear, the emergency law has been applied only vithin 
the narrowest scope possible and only in cases proven to he inclined toward 
terrorist or violent action. I will say, moreover, tat it is not in the 
interest of the Egyptian citizen to he surprised every monent with an act of 
Sabotage, terror or violence because such acts uncerrmine the Tevptian citi- 
zen's sense of stability and safety. ‘foreover, they affect the general ac- 
tivity pertaining to investments and to the gereral climate that creates the 
opportunity for the proper economic srovth which Eevot actua!lvy needs ir order 
to overcome its economic problem or hardstip. 


Fightins Terrorism, and Citizen's Interest 


[Question] We are not saying thet this is not in conflict with vour view and 
with a view which we believe is true, namely, that the issue is an issue of 
democracy and of Eeypt's security and that the better the ecororic situation, 
the stronger the security. We believe that the relative security currently 
beinrs enjoyed by [Cgypt is not due so much to the emersency laws as it is due 
to the relatively unconfined current democratic climate. What is Your [x- 
cellency's reply? 


[Answer] My reply is that the part to which the emergency law is anplied 
concerns the Lgyptian citizen. As I have already saic, there are other 
countries that have special laws under the name of a "terrorism control law." 
Besides, if the emergency law coes not extend by a hair's breadth heyond the 
framework of terrorism and violence, then this certainly does not affect the 
Eeyptian citizen's life in any way. ‘loreover, the emergency law is a 
temporary law that will end when this unhealthy phenomenon to which we have 
been exposed and to which we do not want to return comes to an end. We also 
besan to deal with this phenomenon with the religious dialogue which has con- 
tributed to enriching and rationalizing the sound Islamic values within the 
framework of the constitutional stipulation that the Islamic Sheri'a is the 
main source of lesislation. This dialogue has produced brilliant results, and 
the credit in this regard goes to the venerable ulema who conducted the dia- 
lorue which attracted the attention of broad masses. This is one of the pre- 
cautionary methods followed. Until this unhealthy phenomenon ends--and we 
have a lesson toe learn from wiat is happening around us--T believe that it is 
in the interest of every Esyptian citizen for [Eeypt's stability to continue 
and for the feeling of security not to be exposed to any disturbance. 


[Guestion] The previous questions are concerned with what we expect of your 
rivals. What do you expect of your rivals? 


[Answer] I don't want to say that I expect this end thet from the rivals. 
Every rival is supposed to express his viewpoint and liis party's policy. Let 
this expression be objective and let it reflect this or that party's thinkine 
and what the party seeks to achieve. 


26 











Votins Guarantees ir Elections 


[Guestion] liow do we guarantee that the voter who enters the committee office 
to cast his vote is the voter whose name is shown on the election lists? 


[Answer] The personal identity card is the final judse ir this regard. 
[Ovestion] What if the voter is a woman who does not have a card? 


[Answer] The administrative people can identify her, or she can prove her 
identity in any of the various ways of identification. 


[Question] ‘hy has AL-WAID newspaper been confiscated? 


[Answer] It was confiscated because it committed a violation. There is a de- 
cision by the public prosecutor banning the publication of material on a cer- 
tain topic whereas the newspaper published exaggerated reports on the topic, 
civing, an untrue picture of the security situation, and herein lies the lezal 
violation. The ordinary lav was applied in confiscetin; the edition in ac- 
cordance with a decision issued by the prosecution and presented to the court. 
The decision was not applied in accordance with the emergency law, as the news- 
paper itself noted in a later edition. The emergency law has nothins to do 

with the confiscation of AL-\WAFD newspaper. When the judge permitted circulation 
of the newspaper, the edition with the published report on security was released. 
But the content of the report published and exaggerated and did not rely on a 
funcamentally reliable source. It is my opinion that it is not wise and not in 
the public interest to exacserate an issue that does not exist. 


[Question] AL-WAFD newspaper has noted that it did not receive the ban de- 
cision until it was too late. 


[Answer] This is not my job. 
liinister of Interior's Resignation and Truth 


[Question] LEecause of this story, rumors were circulated and reached the point 
of saying that the minister of interior resirned because of this issue. 


[Answer] If every minister of interior resigns because of an incident, then 
this means that no minister of interior will remain in his position for longs 
in any country in the world. This incident is not as momentous as many in- 
cidents that happen in Europe and the United States. We have tackled the in- 
cident according to its real dimensions and have studied its backsround and we 
are aware of its weight and significance. 


These are Details of Pisappearance of (al-ahraz) 
[Question] Does the incident have a political dimension? 


[Answer] According to the evidence we have gathered, the incidcent has no 
political dimension and is an individual act. 


27 














[Nuestion] What was its objective? 
[Answer] liaterial gain. 


[Question] This means that somebody has stolen the (al-ahraz)to sell then 
and make a profit. Have you gathered the threads of the incident? 


[Answer] We have certainly gathered the threads of the incident. 


t 
[Question] Does this mean that the results of the incident are within your 


[Ansver] Not now. 


[Question] What is the secret behind the circulation of the rumor of your 
resignation? 


{Anstvrer] Rumors are numerous. 
liow Are Results of Election Calculated? 


Question] How are the final results of the system of election bv the relative 


[ 
list calculated? 


Ansver] The percentages are tmown. As for the percentace of votes that any 


rty must sain at the general level, it has to be °% percent of the total number 
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[Question] What is the percentage of Egyptians who cast their votes in the nre- 
vious elections? 


[Answer] In the Consultative Council electiors, te percentee amounted to 
51.7 percent. I believe that the percentage will be higher in the corning elec- 
tions. 
[Question] What do you expect this percentage to reach? 
[Answer] I cannot predict this percentage. 
[Question] ‘What is the number of voters in Cgypt at resent? 
A areal Pg * * e 
[Answer] Thirteen million workers. 
fOuestion] How many new votes have beer added? 
[Answer] Nearly 2 million. 
[Question] Now many people have been omitted from tie lists? 
[Answer] Nearly 1 million people. This figure includes those deceased, those 


denied the exercise of their political rights as a result of sentences issved 
acainst them and the armed forces conscripts. Added were those horn in 1945 
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and those who had not been registered in the election lists. I would like to 
add that when a party sets 8 percent of the total correct votes cast, its 
percentage in every district will be calculated separately and so will the 
number of seats the party has gained. If a party gets 30 percent of the 
votes, it will set 30 percent of the seats. 


[Question] When was the latest amendment introduced into the voter lists? 
[Answer] In December. 
[Question] And prior to this amendment? 


[Answer] No amendment had been introduced into the election lists for several 
years. For the first time, an amendment was introduced to coordinate the voter 
lists with the civil register. The voter lists are supposed to be amended in 
December of every year. The deceased are supposed to be omitted, births 

added and new voters registered. As for coordinating the voter lists with 

the civil register, this has been done for the first time in a long period. 


[Question] This means that the current voter lists are highly accurate? 
[Answer] Yes, largely so. 


[Question] Regarding the final election committee headed by the assistant 
minister of interior, why isn't it headed by a judicial official? 


[Answer] This is a Ministry of Interior committee that originates nothing and 
that only receives results and reports from the counselors who head the general 
committees and adds up the results on the basis of the reports and results an- 
nounced by the counselors heading main committees and the judges heading the 
general committees and approved by the counselors heading the main committees. 
This means that this committee receives the results announced by the judges 

and counselors in the election districts and adds them up in the form of per- 
centages. 


[Question] Wouldn't it be a strange coincidence if an opposition party wins 
an entire district and then loses all its representatives if it does not 
achieve the required percentage? 


[Answer] In individual elections, it is very possible for a candidate to win 
49 percent of the votes and for his party to lose all the other votes, with the 
candidate or his opposition party thus failing to gain any representation and 
with 49 percent of the votes eliminated. Ten votes more or 10 votes less may 
mean eliminating 50 percent of the votes. 


But under the canopy of election by the relative percentage list, the parties 
will be able to get the percentages they gain. 


[Question] How soon will announcement of the results take place and will the 
vote count take place on the same day? 











[Answer] The vote count will take place in the general committees headed by 
judges. Each group of general committees is headed by a main committee under 
the chairmanship of a counselor. The main committee adds up the general com- 
mittee's vote count in each governorate and calculates the percentages achieved 
by each party. All this is then transmitted by the counselors heading the 
main committees to the central committee at the Ministry of Interior. I be- 
lieve that the vote count in the general committees and then in the main com- 
mittees will begin on 28 May and end on the morning of 29 May. I also believe 
that the central committee can finish its task on 29 or 30 May. 


Over How Many Days Will Clections Be Held? 


[Question] The Wafd Party has been demanding that the elections be held over 
more than 1 day on the pretext that judicial officials must be present even at 
the level of subsidiary committees. What is your opinion of this view? 


[Answer] There are 23,000 subsidiary committees. Can we make the judiciary 
close shop for an entire week? Even a week may not be enough. Moreover, this 
may influence the outcome because it is not in the interest of any opposition 
party to be known that the tendency in a number of governorates is in favor of 
a certain party because this knowledge may influence the tendency in the other 
governorates. This is not a sound situation by any means. Egypt's judiciary 
cannot be idled for a week or more because this will hamper the people's inter- 
ests. Besides, why should we lose trust in everything? We have established 
sufficient guarantees and every judge is empowered to make his decision on any 
complaint he receives during the election process and the parties h ve their 
representatives in the subsidiary committees. This is the widsom in the saying 
that ‘it is an election day."’ In no part of the world are elections held 
throughout 1 week. 


Extension of Nominations for 1 Day 


[Question] In view of the delay by all the parties in announcing their 
candidate lists, couldn't the nomination period be extended for 1 or 2 days, 
especially since all the opposition parties are demanding such an extension? 


fAnswer] ‘lo, there can be no extension because the lists have been declared 
by a large number of parties and the parties have actually formed their posi- 
tions. Moreover, there are subsequent phased procedures that depend on the 
completion of each phase on time. If the nomination period is extended for 
another day, then the program of the entire election process will come to a 
halt. 


[Question] We have heard that the State Council has not agreed to issue a rul- 
ing for an extension of the nomination deadline. 


[Answer] The State Council has actually refused to issue a ruling extending 
the nomination deadline and has said no to those demanding the extension on 
the grounds that Monday, the deadline for acceptance of the nomination papers, 
is Shamm al-Nasim holiday. 
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[Question] How will this enormous number of candidates, exceeding 5,009 candi- 
dates from all parties, be able to submit their papers? 


[Answer] Some of them submitted their nomination papers at the beginning of 
this week and the parties submitted their requests in full last Monday. As 
for the rest, we have taken steps to receive the nomination requests in the 
security directorates, with a committee in each directorate to receive the 
nomination applications and with each party having a representative in this 
committee. Each committee has five representatives to facilitate and speed 
up the procedures concernins candidate registration. 


[Question] What is the idea behind the submission of the reserve candidate 
lists? 


[Answer] If an original candidate withdraws, a replacement can be taken from 
the reserve list. The new election law regulates the election process. If 
an original candidate withdraws or is replaced, he will be replaced by a 
candidate from the reserve list to which another reserve candidate is then 
added. 


[Ouestion] Is it possible that there will be extreme difficulty in bringing 
in reserve candidates because they may feel that their interests do not lie in 
the election? 


[Answer] No, they do feel that they have interests there because insofar as 
we in the NDP are concerned, they represent the partisan leaderships at the 
level of the districts and the governorates in the coming phase in which the 
party will be rebuilt. 


President Mubarak's Thoughts on Elections 


[Question] There have been meetings which were headed by President Husni 
Mubarak. Can we know President Mubarak's thoughts on the election process 
and his instructions to you as a party? What we mean is: What is President 
Mubarak's view of the upcoming, election battle? 


[Answer] It is President tubarak's view that the election process is a battle 
wiich must be compatible with E-vpt's position and with the policy established 
by President Miubarak since he assumed power. These, briefly, are President 
liubarak's thoughts and instructions. 


(Question] Is thourh being given to reforming the party without rebuilding it 
from top to bottom? 1s thought being given to completing the party's other 
fundamental structures. such as the General Secretariat and the Political 
Bureau, in the near future? 


[Answer] I believe that the party will be completely rebuilt. 


(Question] The depree of chanze introduced may not perhaps please some people. 
Can we be reassured that at least the same criteria will be taken into consid- 
eration in the formation of the General Secretariat, the Political Bureau and 
the other orcanizations? 




















[Answer] The NDP will be completely rebuilt. 
[Question] On what basis? 


[Answer] On the basis compatible with President Mubarak's instructions and 
principles and with the convictions he has expressed in all his positions. 


[Question] Some people say that the party's conservative forces are stronger 
than the forces for change? 


{Answer} There is no such a thing as conservative forces. Moreover, big 
changes have occurred in all spheres in Egypt. There has been a change in the 
positions and a change in the policies. We must not view the issue from the 
angle of individuals but from the angle of policies. There has been a bis 
chanye in the policies. For example, planning was nonexistent earlier and 
democratic activity was non-existent too. Egypt's foreign policy was not as 
strongly present as it is now. All these are genuine features of change on 
which foreign critics and observers have commented at length in very many 
situations. 


[Question] Regarding the parties that will get less than 8 percent of the vote, 
will the votes they get be given to the number one party or will they be drop- 
ped? 


[Answer] The votes given to a party getting less than 8 percent will be elimi- 
nated, the same way that the 49 percent votes [given in individual elections ] 
are eliminated. 


[Question] All the opposition parties are using the card of freedom, demand- 
ing more freedom, more newspapers and abolition of the emergency law. Why 
doesn't the NDP use this card? 


[Answer] We are not using this card because we are applying freedom and prac- 
ticing real democracy. 


[Question] You have noted that Egypt has traveled down one-third of the path to 
democracy. What, in your view, are the other two-thirds? 


[Answer] I believe that the other two-thirds lie in establishing in the 
Leyptian people's conscience the conviction that the path to power comes 
through the ballot box. All the Eryptian people refuse to have somebody 

come from the unknown and seize power or impose a certain situation in the 
country. Take England, for example. If any organization such as a Jihad 
Organization were to emerge with the objective of seizing power, the British 
people themselves, not the government, would grab such an organization and dump 
it into the English Channel. When this is achieved in Esypt and when no one 
dares try to seize power by force and change the legitimate path, then the 
democratic structure will rise with an unimaginable speed. lowever, there are 
still those who are trying to seize power from the darkness and from two well- 
known directions. 
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Democratic Experiment Internally and Externally 


[Question] You have noted that the world appreciates Egypt's democratic ex- 
periment. It is normal that such appreciation is not voiced by the internal 
forces when the judgment is supposed to come from within and not from outside? 
Moreover, why aren't some internal forces convinced yet? 


[Answer] The internal forces are convinced. But they have their viewpoints 
and demand more. 


[Question] What is the situation insofar as the votes of Egyptians abroad are 
concerned and will these votes be considered void? 


[Answer] The elections are tal:ing place inside Ezypt and this means that the 
votes that will be counted are the votes of the Egyptians present inside Erypt 
on election day. 


Position of Nasirists Toward Political Activity 


[Question] Why do we permit the presence of a weak party while denying two 
real currents, such as the Muslim Brotherhood and the Nasirists, representa- 
tion? 


[Answer] The constitution prohibits the formation of any party on a religious 
basis and states this prohibition frankly. As for the Nasirists, they have 
filed a lawsuit demanding the formation of a Nasirist party. The lawsuit is 
still before the judiciary in the State Council. 


[Question] Where do you think is the place of the Nasirists in the upcoming 
election battle? 


[Answer] As a citizen, I say that the NDP is the party closest to the Nasirists 
because it is the natural extension of the principles of the July revolution. 
What is happening in Egypt is not at all in conflict with the principles of the 
July revolution. No party is closer to the lNasirists than the NDP. 


As for the fact that there are differences in viewpoints in positions which 
were taken in the 1970's, these differences do not negate the fact that the 
NDP is the natural extension of the July revolution and that most of the NDP 
members had a role in tie Socialist Union and in the July revolution. A large 
number of the NDP members participated in political activity throughout the 
various phases of the July revolution. There is no conflict between the NDP 
and the Wasirists. The NDP is the natural extension of Egyptian nationalism. 


[Question] During the preparation of the lists, it was thought that if we at 
least disregard the Nasirist symbols about which we read in the papers, then 

there is nothing to prevent nominating some of the Nasirist bases [elements] 

or some of the elements which worked with the July revolution during 'Abd-al- 
Nasir's administration. 


[Answer] This has actually happened. 


33 











[Question] But then the counter viewpoint springs up immediately, saying that 
the return of these Nasirists could lead to the restoration of totalitarian- 
ism and, possibly, the restoration of the single-party system. 


[Answer] There is no returm to totalitarianism. Democracy is one of the prin- 
ciples of the July revolution. Democratic activity has come late and it had to 
be started. I will again say that the signs of democratic activity began to 
emerge in the wake of the October war and that democracy then suffered a set- 
back. We have, God be thanked, made very good strides in the past 2 years. 
Tnerefore, democracy is not in conflict with the principles of the July 
revolution. Consequently, there will be no return to the totalitarian system 
and there is nothing in conflict with the basic principles of the July revolu- 
tion. 


[Question] Does this mean that if some names, which can be correctly called 
Nasirists, are included in the NDP lists, then this inclusion does not at all 
reflect a special tendency against national capitalism or apainst the experience 
of multiple parties? 


[Answer] I say that democratic activity is a basic issue. The features of the 
economic policy have been defined clearly to all. The social dimension is com- 
pletely clear in the 5-year plan. Egypt's Arab tendency is fully evident in 
Egypt's foreign policy. I believe that the Nasirists are as close as they can 
be to the NDP. 


[Question] If an opposition list wins, the election system dictates that the 
list be headed by workers, not by other groups. 


[Answer] If the percentage of workers and farmers is not met, then the party 
obtaining fewer votes will complete the worker percentage requirement in the 
district. 


[Yuestion] We all feel that the NDP's positions and policies have changed 
since 1901. We have covered one-third of the path toward democracy since 1981. 
Tne question is: Are all these changes tied to the presence of one individual, 
and what are the guarantees that the changes not be tied to the person of the 
president of the republic? 


[Answer] This is why we say that it is very important that democratic activ- 
ity continue on its sound path. As long as democratic activity continues on 
its sound path and as lone as it is established in the Iyptian people's con- 
science that they reject any undemocratic action and reject any attempt to ac- 
quire power from the darkness, then it is certain that we will reach the level 
where the change is not tied to a particular individual but to the people's 
will. 


Who Prevents Attacks Against Candidates? 
[Question] What prevents attacks similar to the ones committed against the 


opposition representatives from recurring? We don't want this manifestation 
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to recur and this is why we ask you: What are the specific instructions you 
have civen in order that such attacks may not recur? 


[Answer] The security forces will control any situation. Should there de- 
velop a situation where mobs pather, then this would be an emotional situation. 
This is what I spoke about at the outset of the interview when I said that the 
inflammable competition existing between the parties is often tied to a certain 
place where a certain person has a majority or where the majority supports a 
certain person. but this phenomenon does not exist in Esypt, considering that 
no more than two incidents of the sort have taken place. 


[Question] Will the governors be completely neutral during the election pro- 
cess and during the propaganda activities carried out on behalf of the NDP 
candidates. especially since we find that some governors have been touring the 
election districts with the candidates? This has happened in al-Gharbivah 
Governorate. Will the governors be totally neutral? 


[Answer] The governor's position is a political position. But I don't believe 
that the governors are now taking part in the election campairn. 


[Question] Is there a special propaganda method in which you will engage? 


[Answer] I have not thought of this matter because the propaganda will be for 
the party and not for the individual candidate. 


[Question] What is the first objection that may be raised vis-a-vis the candi- 
date lists of all the parties? 


[Answer] 1 believe that the most important objection will be against the de- 
scription of a candidate and whether he represents the workers or some other 
croup. 


[Question] Are there other objections? 


[Answer] If there are specific objections by one candidate apainst another, 
the committee examining the objections, which is headed by a magistrate, and 
will study the objection and make its decision on it. 


Llections: beginning and End 


[Question] ‘The first question was about the elections and the final question 
is also about the elections. In light of the public opinion polls which you 
receive, what do you expect the outcome of the elections to be? 


[Answer] I cannot make specific predictions now because that is mere con- 
jecture. Put as a party member, I hope that my party will gain the majority 
because I am convinced that this party is doing a lot for Fgypt and that it can 
bolster the stability toward which Egypt is marching. 


[Question] We thank the minister for coming to Dar al-iilal and spending 2 
hours with us, even though we know perfectly well that your time is limited 
and that you are very busy. We repeat our warm thanks. 


{Answer} I thank AL-ITUSAWWAR staff and may God lead us all to what is good for 
Lgeypt, and until another interview. 
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KUWALT 


DOUBLING OF BURQAN BANK'S CAPITAL DISCUSSED 
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic No 59, Apr 84 pp 27-28 


(Article: "What is Behind the Doubling of the Capitalization of Burqan Bank 
in Kuwait?"] 


(fext] An increase in the capitalization of Burqan Bank by 115 percent was 
recently announced in Kuwait. This was accomplished by means of the distribution 
ot free shares with a ratio of 15 percent. In addition, the number of shares 
issued by means of being offered for general subscription with a value of one 
dinar and an issuance premium of about 3 dinars was doubled. This raised the 
total value of the shareholders’ equity to about 152 million dinars during 

1984, as compared with 54 million Kuwaiti dinars at the end of 1983. Of this 
sum, 24 million Kuwaiti dinars are issued capital paid in full, while 30 million 
Kuwaiti dinars are reserves. Numerous questions have been asked concerning 

the causes and goals of this unusual increase in the bank's capital, as well 

as its effect on the structure of the banking market and the position of the 
other banks in Kuwait. 


[It is weil known that Burqan Bank is the latest institution to enter the commer- 
cial banking market in Kuwait. It was founded as a Kuwaiti joint-stock company 
in 1977 by a government initiative on the part of the Ministry of Finance with 
both private-sector and public participation. The aim was to conduct various 
commercial banking operations and services. The government's share in the 

bank at the end of 1983 was about 60 percent. Burqan Bank runs a network of 
eight branches located in various parts of Kuwait, and it has plans to open 

new branches during 1984. However, it has announced no plans to establish 
branches outside Kuwait. 


‘he Most Important Results of 1983 


The bank's total assets amounted to 686 million Kuwaiti dinars at the end of 
1983. That is, an increase of 23 percent occurred, compared with an increase 
of 1 pereenr. in 1982 and 35 percent in 1981. Loans, facilities, and deducted 
securities increased by approximately only 11 million Kuwaiti dinars, or 3 
percent, as compared with 22 percent in 1982 and 23 percent in 1981. This 
increase reflects the state of economic stagnation being experienced by Kuwait 
and the declining demand for credit in general, as well as the conservative 
policy followed by the bank in 1983. 
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The bank's net profits during 1983 amounted to about 5 million Kuwaiti dinars. 
That is, an increase of 10.2 percent occurred. It should be noted that the 
bank did not announce its total profits. This is the procedure followed by 
most banks and joint stock companies, which do not publish total realized 
profits, most of which are transferred to internal reserves, where they serve 
to back up doubtful assets. 


The increase in the bank's capital will cause its standing in terms of stock- 
holders' equity to rise from last place to second place, right behind the 
National Bank of Kuwait. During 1983, the bank occupied sixth place among 
Kuwaiti financial institutions in terms of total assets. During 1982, it 
occupied 44th place among the largest Arab banks. 


Burgan Bank owns stock in several banks and financial institutions. The most 
important ones in Kuwait are the Bank of Bahrain and Kuwait (6.8 percent), 

the Industrial Bank of Kuwait (4.5 percent), the Kuwait Reinsurance Company 

(8.3 percent), the Arab Company for Security Trading (5.0 percent), the Security 
Trading Group (1.0 percent), and the Accounting and Financial Settlements 
Corporation (7.6 percent). The bank also owns stock in the following financial 
institutions outside of Kuwait: the Consolidated Bank of Kuwait, Ltd. (8.3 
percent), which is located in London, the Consolidated Gulf Bank (2.8 percent), 
which is located in Bahrain, and the Arab-Greek Bank in Athens (8 percent). 


The Effect on the Local Market of the Doubling of the Bank's Capital 


The doubling of the capitalization of Burqan Bank has had special effects on 
the local financial markets. Here are the most important effects: 


The bank's announcement that it was increasing its capital by offering shares 
for subscription with a premium did not find much of a response in the market. 
The price per share fell by a dinar, and trading took place at 8.750 dinars. 
Before the distribution, the rate of government support per share was ]2.175 
dinars. 


Burgqan Bank is the only bank that did not announce a distribution of monetary 
profits for 1983. On the other hand, the National Bank announced a distribution 
of 18 percent, while the Gulf Bank announced a distribution of 15 percent and 
the Commercial Bank announced one of 18 percent. 


The distribution of shares by 115 percent marked the highest such distribution 
witnessed by the market in Kuwait so far. No joint-stock company has ever 
announced this kind of increase. 


The government's participation share will be about 58 million Kuwaiti dinars 
(about 60 percent), while the total increase will amount to 98 million Kuwaiti 
dinars. 


The Kuwaiti Company for Commerce, Contracting, and Foreign Investments has 
expressed its readiness to finance those shareholders who want to take part 

in increasing the bank's capital and hold less than 5000 shares. Of course, 
the aforementioned company is 95 percent owned by the Kuwaiti government. The 
fact that this institution is taking this step will greatly assist small 
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investors, who number more than 100,000 shareholders, in financing the purchase 
of the stock being offered. 


Interpretation in the Local Market 


In the local banking market, several interpretations of the causes for the 
increase in the capitalization of Burqan Bank at this time in particular have 
become prominent. Here are three of them: 


The increase in the bank's capital was needed to support its financial position 
and the level of its reserves against any probable loss that could occur because 
of the Suq al-Manakh crisis and other debts whose collection is considered 
doubtful. 


The Burqan Bank has rejected the aforementioned explanation and justified the 
increase in its capitalization as a step that had to be taken in order to help 
it expand. The step was also needed to raise the maximum level set by the 
central bank, which forbids any bank to loan out more than 10 percent of its 
shareholders' equity to any person or institution without surety. This propor- 
tion of the increase in its capital will help Burqan Bank to undertake larger 
financing operations. 


However, some observers interpret the capitalization increase by saying that 

it is a step undertaken by the concerned government agencies in order to set 

up a jumbo bank. The government's intention has been to set up such a bank 

for more than 2 years. However, it has hesitated to do so because of the Suq 
al-Manakh crisis. With the increase in its capital, Burqan Bank will gradually 
be able to take on the position of the jumbo bank, even though it may play 

this role only on the local level for the time being. 


Qn the international level, a discussion is currently being conducted on the 
possibility of merging the Consolidated Bank of Kuwait, Ltd. in London, which 
recently opened an office in New York, with the Asia Bank of Kuwait in Bahrain, 
which has a branch in Singapore. After the two institutions have been merged, 
they will have a special relationship with Burqan Bank, which will thereby 

win a stronger position and presence on the international level and become 
more capable of playing the role of jumbo bank. 


Some questions remain to be asked about the probable effects that the Kuwaiti 
financial market will experience as a result of Burqan Bank being pushed with 
government assistance into a fundamental position, if not the major position, 
in the market. Is there a strong connection between what the market is wit- 
nessing and the emergence of the post-al-Manakh era in general and the increa- 
sing role of the state in the economy in particular? Is it a normal phenomenon 
for the state to try to place a bank in which it owns 60 percent of the stock 
in the leading position in the market, or is this action an expression of the 
state's desire to possess a powerful banking instrument in a market heretofore 
controlled by private and family-owned banks? Moreover, is it possible to 
separate the state's activity on the level of the financial market from its 
activity in the stock market, where it has recently been able to use continuous 
purchases of the stock of Kuwaiti companies to reach a position of complete 
control over a large number of companies? 
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KUWAIT 


KUWAIT AIRWAYS FACES PROBLEMS DUE TO SECURITY MEASURES 
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic No 59, Apr 84 p 37 


[Text] The chairman of the board of Kuwait Airways, Ahmad al-Mashari, is trying 
to confront a series of negative factors that have appeared before the company 
and have begun to have a negative effect on its performance and income. Today, 
Kuwaiti Airways is tantamount to a thermometer registering the fluctuations 

that occur in and around Kuwait on the various political, economic and social 
levels. 


One of the most important factors affecting the operation of the company in 
recent days has been the action taken by the government (following the recent 
explosions) to limit the flow of travelers entering the country, to seize 

work permits and visitors' cards, and to limit the possession of such 
documents to those having contracts with government companies. These measures 
struck a direct blow against the movement of passengers between Kuwait and 
other countries. 


In addition to that, the Baghdad airport has resumed its activity in recent 
months, thereby absorbing some of the traffic that used to go through the 
Kuwait airport in the form of foreigners having contracts with companies in 
Iraq. They used to complete their journeys by traveling overland to al-Basrah, 
which is not far from the Kuwait airport (about an hour and a half by car.) 


The third negative factor was the decision by the authorities--taken for the 
same security reasons--to change the flight paths of the aircraft in the 
region. The airplanes were forced to adopt new flight paths relatively far 
from the direct, short ones. This increased fuel costs and added wasted flight 
time, not to mention the accelerated consumption of spare parts, whose cost 
rose from 10 to 15 percent. Higher salaries must now be paid to the aircraft 
crews, while the margin of flexibility in the use of these aircraft and their 
proper direction has been narrowed. Moreover, the company recently lost two 
normally crowded routes: the 'Abadan route and the Tehran route. In addition, 
traffic on the Baghdad route has been cut back. In view of the development 

of events in Lebanon, the company's traffic to and from Beirut airport has 
also diminished greatly as a result of the reversal in the security situation 
and the consequent repeated opening and closing of the airport. Of course, 
even after the airport is opened, the company must usually wait a while before 
resuming operation of its flights. 











Even the political disturbances in the Philippines have had negative 
political effects on the operation of Kuwaiti Airways. The disturbances 
witnessed by that country of 7000 islands and the demonstrations that took 
place after the murder of opposition leader Aquino caused a large decline in 
the number of passengers traveling from the Gulf to the Philippines for 
vacation, enjoyment, or business purposes. 


Moreover, the fact that the American embassy in Kuwait has stopped issuing 
entry visas for the United States until'further notice" has deprived Kuwaiti 
Airways of the business of huncreds of students and businessmen who travel 
to the United States of America. 


Before going on to the economic level, we must point out that the company has 
been forced to operate some economically unviable lines in order to achieve 
certain political goals. For example, there is the route to Algeria, which 
is used by only a few travelers. 


The 1-Day Travelers 


On the economic level, one must talk about those who carry elegant leather 
valises. These are the people who travel for 1 day between Kuwait, the United 
Arab Emirates, and Bahrain to deal with business matters and the affairs and 
operations involved in Gulf stock speculation. These travelers have disappeared 
completely from the Kuwait airport. When Suq al-Manakh was flourishing, this 
daily traffic almost exceeded the absorptive capacity of Kuwaiti Airways. Now 
that Suq al-Manakh has collapsed and its "knights" have been restrained, Kuwaiti 
Airways has found that it has lost its preferred customers, since the state 

has restrained them and forbidden them from traveling at all. 


Moreover, Kuwaiti Airways is currently suffering from the financial effects 

of several operations that embezzled the company's funds. These operations 
were conducted by its overseas offices, such as those in Saudi Arabia and 
Pakistan. The company is also suffering because of the fluctuations in ex- 
change rates and the rise in the value of the American dollar, as well as from 
the decline in the exchange prices of the currencies of most Third World 
countries. Indeed, the currencies of the European countries have fallen as 
well. In addition, it is difficult to change local funds in those countries 
into Kuwaiti dinars or American dollars, a strong currency used internationally. 
Kuwaiti Airways and other companies use American dollars to pay for their 
purchases from abroad. 


Among the other economic concerns of the company are the matter of increasing 
wages, increasing spending for worker training, and the need for more employees, 
in keeping with the company's new, ambitious projects. In addition, the 

company has begun to receive its fleet of "Airbus" aircraft. It consists of 

ll aircraft, of which two have arrived so far. 


Mention should also be made of what could be called the unexpected economic 
effects which have resulted in particular from the psychological situation 
currently predominating in Kuwait. This situation has begun to cause both 
citizens and residents alike to limit expenditures and give up many luxuries, 
such as the custom of traveling to Europe or other places in the summer. They 
are saving for tomorrow under conditions of stagnation and rigidity, with a 
sense of instability existing both locally and regionally. 
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KUWAIT 


HOUSING CRISIS, PRIVATE SECTOR'S ROLE EXPLORED 
Kuwait AL-RA'Y AL-'AMM in Arabic 26 Apr 84 p 4 


[Interview with Engineer Sulayman 'Abdal-'Aziz al-Buraykan, by 'Awni al-Dawwad: 
"What is the Role of the Private Sector in Solving the Housing Problems?"; 
date and place not specified] 


[Text] Engineer Sulayman ‘'Abd-al-'Aziz al-Buraykan told AL-RA'Y AL-'AMM that 
the participation of the private sector in solving the housing problem leads 
to the more rapid completion of projects. In reference to the directives of 
the Higher Housing Council, which has called for this sector to contribute 

to the solution of the housing problem, he added that the participation of 

the private sector helps the state to finance projects and reduce the burdens 
on its general budget in the area of construction. It also realizes good 
profits for the companies involved and mobilizes the market. Moreover, great 
benefit accrues to the citizens, since greater numbers of dwe]lings are made 
available in fewer years and in greater variety. Thus, the citizens have 

the opportunity to choose what svits them, while the process of changing 
dwellings is avoided. 


He explained that the participation of the private sector does not mean the 
elimination of the role of the General Housing Authority. With regard to the 
system of apartments, he said that he did not believe that this system would 
elicit a response from the citizens. He said there was much room for ex- 
pansion, since the area of land used for building is merely "an eighth" of 
the total area. With regard to construction workers, he said that the matter 
needed to be regulated and restudied, so that the state's need for workers 
could be met in light of the projects to be built. 


The Role of the Private Sector 


To begin with, Eng Sulayman 41-Buraykan spoke about the role being played by 
the private sector in solving the housing problem. 


[Answer] The private sector has a large role to play in contributing to the 
solution of the housing problem. It is a big mistake to rely on one party 

in this matter, since no matter how big the government housing apparatus is, 
it will not be able to meet all the requests, some of which are perhaps 10 
years old. Therefore, it is impossible for any single party to put up a 
large group of houses in a certain period of time, because the huge technical 
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and administrative apparatus needed to follow up on all those requests is not 
available. At the same time, each agency or authority has a certain capacity 
through which it can work. At the same time, each is required to build certain 
numbers of houses, which might be beyond its capability. Therefore, you will 
find that the level of housing is not as it should be, because of the absence 
of complete concentration. 


Distributing Requests 
He added: 


However, if the government were to impose a distribution of the requests on 
the seim-governmental companies, such as the real estate and investment 
companies, and if it assigned to each company the execution of about 500 to 
1000 homes a year, then we would find competition among the companies in order 
to do the best job, be that in terms of design or the quality of execution 
and the speed with which the work is completed. Moreover, since there are 
many companies, execution would naturally occur in the crucible of the laws 
of construction, the municipality, etc. In that case, the private sector 
would have made a contribution to the creation of dwellings in numbers suf- 
ficient to eliminate the long waiting period spent by the citizens in ex- 
pectation of their turn, which might come only after 10 years, in some cases. 


The Large Number of Designs 


In addition, he said that the abundance and variety of designs would give the 
citizens a greater opportunity to choose. Thus, the phencmenon of reconstruction 
and alterations would be eliminated. Currently, the citizens turn to such 
measures immediately after taking possession of their homes because of the 
incompatibility of tastes. 


Lower Cost 


With regard to another one of the advantages provided by private sector partic- 
ipation in the solution of the problem, he had this to say: 


[Answer] There is another important point. Let us assume that 10 companies 
are contributing to the execution of housing projects, and that each firm is 
given 500 homes to build each year. The total cost of constructing 5000 homes 

a year is an enormous sum, and the government's budget might not allow it to 
build them. However, in this case, given the participation of the companies and 
the private sector, it will be possible for the private sector to provide these 
projects over several years. Thus, it will be helping the state. This ar- 
rangement benefits the state, the companies, and the citizens. 


The Housing Problem 


[Question] What are the dimensions of the housing problem in Kuwait? On the 
basis of your experience in this area, what are the solutions to it? 











[Answer] The housing problem in Kuwait can be summed up as the delay in the 
receipt of houses. This delay results from the fact that our production 
capacity, no matter how great it might become, is limited. However, if 
tasks are distributed under the auspices of the General Housing Authority or 
the Higher Housing Council, which could play a general supervisory role, we 
can solve the problem of speed. The other problem is the quality of the 
houses. 


As a result of dependence on one party, which might be forced to hurry con- 
struction in order to meet the wishes of the citizens, there is no special 
emphasis. This is reflected in the behavior of the citizens when they take 
charge ot their homes. They destroy what has been built and begin to build 
again. This activity is a waste of effort and money. It is as if the govern- 
ment had done nothing, or costs were to be doubled. 


Where is the Solution 
[Question] In your view, what is the solution? 


fAnswer] It is very important to have the citizens participate in designing 
their homes. It is true that the General Housing Authority has done many 
studies, on the basis of which the designs have been prepared and executed. 
However, tastes differ, even among the members of the same household. This 
is something natural. Let us not forget either that it is not possible for 
every citizen to contribute. 


Proposing a Project 
He added: 


Therefore, the Kuwaiti Finance House has submitted a proposal and a study 
reviewing the progress of housing issues from the beginning. We found that 
the previous system consisted of "a plot and a loan." 


Through the practical application of this system, problems appeared. Among 
them was the fact that citizens would design large houses for these plots. 
The cost of constructing such a home was not consistent with the value of 
the loan. In addition, the citizens did not know how to work with the con- 
tractors on technical and other matters. Thus, they became victims for some 
deceitful contractors. 


On this basis, the government canceled this system and replaced it with the 
system of limited income and medium income. This system has also produced 
some problems, such as the alterations made by the citizens right after they 
take over their homes because of the difference in tastes and the nature of 
the human spirit, which loves to change things and distinguish itself from 
others. 
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Project Specifications 





[Question] What are the most important specifications of this project, and 
what is its character? 


[Answer] The Finance House's project, which was submitted in the form of a 
proposal and a study, can be summarized in the followirg points and stages: 


First of all, the General Housing Authority would reveal to us the names of 
about 500 persons, for example, to whom it has assigned plots in a certain 
area. The bank would contact those persons and offer them several housing 
models with similar rules and different forms and designs, so that there 
would be more room for choice. 


We Are Taking the Difference in Tastes into Account 


In addition to that, about 50 to 100 additions to the basic design would be 
available. The citizens would be able to have any changes executed that they 
might desire. For instance, a person might choose to change the limestone 
facade to marble, or he might choose to install another bath. We would do 
these things for him insofar as the design allowed. These additions would 

be within the limits of the loan granted him by the government. If he wanted 
to go beyond those limits, he would have to do so at his own private expense. 


Even if a citizen did not have the required sum, the bank could loan it to 

him, financing the construction in installments in accordance with standing 
banking procedures. After all that, the citizens would have no excuse for 

making further alterations and changes in their homes in the future. 


Engineering Designs 
[Question] What would the proposed housing unit contain? 


[Answer] The basic design of the proposed project submitted by the Finance 
House would consist of a building with an area of 300 square meters (this is 
what I say, but the matter is still being studied). It would be made up of 
two floors, with additions. The ground floor would hold the reception room, 
the dining room, the living room, a guest room, a bathroom with washing 
facilities, a kitchen, a second bathroom, a stairwell, and an entrance. The 
first floor would consist of a master bedroom, a bathroom, a dressing room, 
three bedrooms with a bathroom, a small kitchen, and a hall. The addition 
would consist of a kitchen, a storage room, a maid's room, and a bathroom. 
With respect to the area, both the ground floor and the first floor would have 
an area of 125 square meters, while the annex would total 50 square meters. 


Financing the Projects 


He added: 


This is the basic design. If it were constructed as it is, you would find 
it to be a complete and respectable house, without any other additions. The 
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difference is that this design agrees with the loan granted. Therefore, any 
other additions suggested by the citizen concerned above and beyond the value 
of the loan will be paid by him at his own expense. If he does not have the 
money, then, as I have already said, the bank will be ready to provide him 
with certain guarantees, in accordance with established banking procedure. 
The value of the desired alterations will coincide with his material 
situation and capability, as well as to his social position. Moreover, each 
citizen will make additions according to his capability, taste, and choice. 


The Advantage of the Project 
[Question] What are the advantages of this project? 


[Answer] In this way, we can add alterations that are consistent with the 
construction law. Now, on the other hand, some citizens add the paint jobs 
and alterations they want, though they may violate the building law. Thus, 
the process is distorted, even in terms of general taste. However, the 
method we are following, the process is regulated and coordinated, both for 
facades and for other features. In addition, it is also being proposed to 
have coordination with the municipality, so that alterations would be allowed 
only 5 years after construction and within certain limits. 


The Costs Are Less 


[Question] What about the outcome of the benefits of private sector participation 
in solving the housing crisis? 


[Answer] The process involves providing for the citizens. In addition, it 
involves having a specialized technical party undertake construction. In 

this way, costs are contained. When I build 500 houses, it is not like having 
each house built separately by the citizens and some contractors. The cost 
and price of the 500 houses will be less. 


[Question] Have the concerned authorities adopted and approved your proposed 
project? 


fAnswer] In actuality, this suggestion has been submitted. It was assessed 
in the Higher Housing Council and transferred to a committee. The committee 
met with us, and the subject is still under study in the Higher Housing 
Council. Our entry into this area amounts to participation by the Finance 
House in solving the housing problem. We have not done so for investment 
reasons or for any other reasons. Therefore, neither we nor private sector 
participation in general can eliminate the role of the General Housing 
Authority, which must continue to build certain models. However, the citizens 
will have other areas of choice. 


The Apartment System 
[Question] Let us move on to another topic in the area of housing. It is 


the area of residential apartments. How successful is the apartment system 
in Kuwait? 
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[Answer] From my personal point of view, and on the basis of 17 years worth 
of experience in the construction field, I believe that the apartment system 
will not be acceptable to the citizens, because those who accept apartments 
will at the very least compare themselves with those who have acquired 
houses, villas, etc. Although the apartments are large and of good quality, 
etc., the former will at least feel that they own nothing. As for a house, 
one will eventually finish making payments on it and register it in one's 
name. A man can bequeath it to his sons. As for an apartment-dweller, he 
possesses his apartment as long as the building is standing, but if the build- 
ing is razed, he will not own the land. Moreover, an apartment-dweller cannot 
expand his apartment, while the owner of a house can renew it, enlarge it, 
raze it, rebuild it, etc. 


Narrow Areas 


[Question] But do you not believe that the future will see vertical expansion 
instead of horizontal, due to the narrowness of the areas available? 


[Answer] I do not believe so. Only one eighth cf Kuwait's land area is being 
used for construction, while the rest is empty. Therefore, the tendency now 
is to build new cities, at al-Wafrah and al-Sabiyah, for example. This method 
will lead to the construction and creation of new cities and the provision 

of work. There will be planning. For example, the next step to be taken is 
not to have plots amount to 1000 square meters, as was the case in the past, 
but to have them be 400 or 500 square meters. This is a good area. Therefore, 
the next step is to reduce the area of each plot. Moreover, not all expansion 
is horizontal. There are many high-rise buildings (vertical expansion) in- 
habited by foreigners. These people make up about half the population. The 
other half is in houses. Therefore, many areas are available. I think that 
the tendency is to give apartments to families that will not grow, such as 

the families of widows and similar groups. 


In general, it is my personal opinion that apartment projects will not find 
acceptance in Kuwait. 


Workers in Kuwait 


[Question] Has not the real estate and construction sector suffered recently 
from the lack of workers, especially enforcement of the residence measures 
and the recent work permits? 


fAnswer| We are beginning to feel this problem now, because it is necessary 
to regulate the workers present in Kuwait and limit their numbers. Then we 
have to ask whether the workers present in Kuwait are enough to implement 
the projects. I mean their implementation in Kuwait according to the 
established plan. On the basis of study, I can see whether there are enough 
or not. This is true with respect to all the sectors that need labor: 
construction, agriculture, industry, etc. Then there can be comprehensive 
regulation of labor in Kuwait. The subject of residence visas and labor 
permits has had a nocticeable effect on the contracting sector, after all. 
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Indeed, it has had a reverse effect, since this subject has given the 
contractors an excuse and justification. If they are late in executing a 
project, they can say it is the fault of the labor shortage. This subject 

has also affected the scarcity of labor, and there has been an increase 

in wages. Let us not forget, on the other hand, that projects have become 
scarcer in Kuwait. This affects the workers who executed the completed projects, 


but, as I said, wages have risen. 
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LEBANON 


MIDDLE EAST AIRLINES FACES LIQUIDITY CRISIS 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 373, 14 Apr 84 pp 59-60 


[Excerpts] The Lebanese cabinet, which met on 3 April in its first session 
since the national dialogue conference in Lausanne, was not able to ignore 
the situation of Middle East Airlines, which has reached a critical phase. 
This is because the airport has been closed since 6 February, while the 
company's flights have beer halted. The cabinet confronted the company's 
true situation. It has run out of liquidity and will not be able to pay 
the salaries of its employees or make urgent expenditures unless immediate 
assistance is provided, although it has reduced salaries by 50 percent. 


Because the state owns a large proportion of the company's stock via its 
ownership of the Intra Investment Company, a halt in the payment of its 
salaries would mean practically that the state had ceased to pay the salaries 
of its employees. This would deprive the state of one of its most 

prominent remaining manifestations. For this reason, and on the basis 

of other considerations, the cabinet found itself facing two solutions. 

It could either grant the company a new loan that would enable it to continue 
for a time, or it could open the airport and allow the company to 

accumulate new liquidity. Since the cabinet was unable to open the air- 
port, it agreed to grant the company a loan of 50 million pounds. The 

fact is that the proposal, which was put together by the Development and 
Reconstruction Council in coordination with the Ministry of Finance, called 
for granting the company a loan of 100 million pounds, to be given in two 
equal installments. The cabinet decided to make the loan 50 million 

pounds, and it stipulated that another loan of the same amount could be 
granted later, if the situation so dictated. 


The loan was divided into two independent sections because opening 

the airport would relieve the company of any need for a second loan. 
The loan's goal is to strengthen the company's liquidity position, not 
to save the firm. Large sums would be needed to accomplish the latter. 


The fact that the company has received this loan has left a sense of 


satisfaction in economic and non-economic circles alike. This is due to 
two considerations: 
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1. The loan solved a problem that had been threatening a large block of 
employees (about 5800) with the loss of half their salaries. This says 
something about the social situation in general and the situation of 

the private corporations that are standing at the brink of having to 
halt payment. 


2. Though the loan is modest, it has eliminated an impression that had 
been predominant for sevearl months. Many Lebanese were convinced that 
there was a "hidden scheme" against the company, and that there were new 
ideas concerning the civil aviation sector. Supposedly, Middle East 
Airlines was to be abolished or reduced in size, with another firm being 
established on the ruins. This company would conform to extant desires 
and meet the requirements of the current stage. The government loan did 
away with these fears and stopped the interactions and achoes, which had 
reached high levels of concerned persons. 


Is the loan enough? 


Naturally, a loan of 50 or 100 million pounds is not enough to save the 
Situation of the company, whose accumulated losses are estimated to exceed 
400 million Lebanese pounds. The company's president, Mr Salim Salam, 
said after hearing that the cabinet had agreed to the loan that this sum 
would be enough for the company until next August. The firm's annual 
expenses are estimated to be about 616 million pounds. Of this, about 

400 million pounds are used for salaries and related payments. If we 
suppose that salaries continue to be paid at the 50 percent rate, then 

the company needs 200 million pounds a year, or about 16 million pounds 

a month. This means that the loan is enough for 5 months, since the company 
has other commitments beside salaries. The loan granted to Middle East 
Airlines barely equals the company's losses this year, which have resulted 
from the fact that the airport has been closed since 6 February. 


In light of this, one can say that Middle East Airlines will continue to 
search for fundamental solutions that can save it after the loan. What 
ideas have been proposed in this context? 


All the proposed ideas suppose as a fundamental condition that Beirut air- 
port will be reopened, not so these ideas can succeed, but so the company 
itself can survive. If the state is unable to open the airport---this is 
hardly likely--then that will be the end of Middle East Airlines and of 
Lebanon as a whole. However, if the airport is opened, as may have 
happened already, will it be possible for Middle East Airlines to continue 
operating in 1984 as in the past, after all that has happened in Lebanon 
in the last 9 years? Will it be able to operate as if conditions after 
1983 were still as they were before 1975? Is the economic situation that 
existed on the Lebanese, regional and international levels 10 years ago 
the same today? Does it make sense for Middle East Airlines to continue 
its operations without showing any sign of the events whose effects have 
appeared in every corporation and been reflected in the health, intellect, 
finances, and aspirations of every Lebanese? 
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On the basis wf all these considerations and in light of the inherent 
complexities of the Lebanese crisis and the less than positive expectations 
that have been raised, one can list some of the most prominent ideas that 
have been devised with respect to the future of Middle East Airlines. 

Of course, none have been tried so far, since the crystallization of the 
general situation in political and security-related terms is still being 
awaited. Here are some of these ideas: 


Account could be taken of the developments that have occurred in Lebanon, 
and the company's policy as a whole could be re-examined in light of these 
developments. Of special importance is the diminished status of Beirut 

as a center of business, services and tourism in the region. The company's 
flett was built on the basis of the magnitude of the business done in 
Beirut, but this has changed. Thus, it is necessary to re-examine the 
company's size and make it fit its current importance in the region. 
Containing the company means looking again at the number of its aircraft 
and flights, as well as considering the reduction of unprofitable routes. 
Assistance could be sought from foreign concerns through what are known 

as "joint fund agreements". For example, if Middle East were to agree 

to run flights to France, it would get a share of the profits earned by 
the Air France flights to Beirut. 


Lowering the number of aircraft and flights would bring about a comparable 
decrease in the number of workers and employees. Of course, the firm is 
suffering fiom an oversupply of worke:s. This step can be studied in 
detail in a mnner calculated to ameliorate its social effects. The pro- 
cess couid occur gradually, and encouraging incentives could be given to 
employees desiring to resign. 


The search for a formula for merging with another company could be 
renewed, although it currently looks as if this search cannot succeed 
until the general political situation has crystallized. 


It seems that the company has begun to take practical steps out of its 
awareness of these ideas. The renting of two jumbo aircraft to two avia- 
tion companies in Saudi Arabia and the Gulf is nothing but a step in this 
direction. The company's current efforts to sell a third jumbo aircraft 
will be a similar step, if they succeed. 


One can sum up these ideas by saying that Middle East Airlines has been 
Lebanon's twin. As long as Lebanon grew, it grew, and when Lebanon 
contracts, it must do so as well. If the events, which are still not over, 
have caused Lebanon's role and economic and financial importance to decline, 
how can it make sense for the same thing not to happen to Middle East 
Airlines as well? Just as Lebanon's tourism, industry, and services 

have declined, so its aviation will decline proportionately. It is no 
longer allowable to ignore this regrettable fact or react to it in the 
manner of an ostrich. Rather, it must be faced. 


12224 
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REBEL SOURCES: 





60,000 MORE SOVIET TROOPS 


Kuching SARAWAK TRIBUNE in English 27 Apr 84 p 7 


[Article by Irina Bossy-Ghica] 


[Text ] 


The Soviet Union 
has recently sent 
more than 80,000 ex. 
tra troops into Afg- 
hanistan, and is plan- 
ning to airlift more, 
according to a lead- 
ing Afghan rebel 
chief. 

Professor Burhanud- 
din Rabbani, leader of 
the Afghan exile party 
‘“‘Jamiat E Islami’’ (Is- 
lamic Society) in Paki- 
stan, told Reuters the 
Soviet military pre- 
sence now amounted to 
more than 200,000 sol- 
diers and advisers. 

This figure, which he 
said was based on re- 
ports from rebel con- 
tacts within the military 
staff of the Afghan Ar- 
my, is roughly twice as 
high as the 105,000 So- 
viet troops estimated 


by Western govern- 
ments earlier this year. 

Rabbani, on a visit 
to Paris, said in an in- 
terview that recent pre- 
parations for an espe- 
cially large Soviet of- 
fensive reflected the 
more aggressive mili- 
tary policy of Kremlin 
leader Konstantin 
Chernenko, who he 
said backed massive 


military intervention, 
whereas his predeces- 
sor Yuri Andropov had 
focused more on infil- 
trating rebel groups. 
Afghanistan said on 
Tuesday its forces have 
captured the strategic, 
rebel-controlled Panj- 
sher Valley between 
the capital Kabul and 
the Soviet border. 
The official Kabul 
Radio announcement 
came as Western diplo- 
mats in neighbourig Pa- 
kistan told Reuters So- 
viet forces have begun 
a major spring offen- 
sive to control the val- 
ley, a rebel enclave 
Moscow had sought 
and failed to subdue six 
times before. The 
Soviet force is much 
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larger and_= stronger 
than in previous at- 
tacks, they said. 

(They said rebel for- 
ces had struck first, 
destroying at least four 
bridges, hitting convoys 
and interrupting petrol 
supplies to Kabul, 
where they also staged 
attacks. ) 

Rabbani said the new 
spring thrust could be 
especially bloody since 
it seemed to be plan- 
ned on so large a scale. 

Rabbani, who repre- 
sented the rebel move- 
ment at last February’s 
Islamic Summit Con- 
ference, is based on 


Pakistan, where three 
million Afghan refu- 
gees have fled since 
Kremlin troops inter- 


AFGHANISTAN 





CSO: 


4600/566 





vened four years ago to 
back a_ pro-Soviet ad- 
ministration. 

He said the rebels 
were not confined to 
defensive tactics and 
they sometimes pushed 
into the Soviet Union. 

He said 100 armed 
rebels staged a sabo- 
tage action five months 
ago across the border, 
attacking a Soviet po- 
wer plant, disrupting 
local farming, and cap- 
turing five tanks and 
six trucks driven by So- 


viet and Afghan sol- 
diers. 

At least 50 Soviet 
soldiers weré being 
held prisoner, including 
an officer captured last 
January when rebels at- 
tacked the Turghondi 
border post, he said. 

Admitting there had 
been severe problems 
in the coordination of 
rebel action, he said 
the slow progress of 
the rebels was also due 
to the lack of foreign 
support. The resistance 
movement relied 
mainly on captured 
arms and those pro- 


vided by deserting sol- 


diers of the Soviet- 
backed Afghan govern- 
ment. 

He stressed that the 
rebels lack heavy 
equipment, especially 
anti-aicraft' weapons, 
which allows Soviet air- 
craft to operate with 
impunity. 

There have been oc- 
casional press reports 
that Washington and 
other Western govern- 
ments were secretly 
backing the rebel 
forces, but Rabbani 
said overt U.S. support 
would lead to an in- 
crease in world tension. 
— Reuter 











AFGHANISTAN 


DEMONSTRATIONS BY AFGHANS REPORTED IN SEVERAL IRANIAN CITIES 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 28 Apr 84 p 3 


[Text] On the occasion of the anniversary of the 27 April 
Soviet-linked coup d'etat in Afghanistan, yesterday morning 
thousands of Afghans marched from Baharestan square and 
congregated at Imam Hoseyn square. 


According to a report by the ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY, in the course of 
their march--held at the invitation of the joint headquarters of Afghan 
Islamic groups, organizations and political parties--the participants carried 
signs with slogans against USSR, the United States and China. These slo- 
gans supported the Islamic revolution of Afghanistan and pictures of the 
martyrs of the Islamic revolution of that country--were carried. At the 
same time, they called for struggle against the puppet regime of Afghanistan 
and the occupying Soviet forces. Following the recitation of verses from 
the Koran during the meeting, a group of Afghan children sang the song of 
the uprising of the people of Afghanistan. Afterwards, two Afghan clerics 
spoke at length about the struggle of the Muslim nation of Afghanistan to 
free itself from the dominance of the occupiers and the historical inclina- 
tion of the Soviet Union to interfere in countries of the region, especially 
Afghanistan. 


Subsequently, a 12-article resolution of the marchers was read by an Afghan 
mujahid. 


The resolution condemned the 27 April coup d'etat, the general massacre of 
Muslims of Afghanistan and the use of chemical bombs in Afghanistan and Iran 
and it stated that the only way to resolve the Afghanistan problem was armed 
struggle until the Russian occupiers were expelled and that the people of 
Afghanistan are able to determine the future of Afghanistan as their 
inalienable right without interference from foreign forces. 


The resolution called on all Aighan forces committed to Islam, whether Shia' 
or Sunni, to unite in the struggle against the occupiers and expressed support 
for all freedom movements in the world, especially Islamic movements, and 
Palestinian and Lebanese Muslims--at the same time condemning the Aflaqist 
Saddam regime and the occupier regime of Holy Palestine. It also asked 
responsible officials of the Islamic Republic of Iran to create utmost pos- 
sible facilities for Afghan refugees and called on the press and news media 
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in Iran to bring the righteous voice of the Islamic people of Afghanistan to 
the attention of the world. 


The report by the ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY that in addition to Afghan 
Muslim revolutionaries marching between Baharestan square and Imam Hoseyn 
square, Muslim Afghan groups gathered in various parts of Tehran, making 
speeches, reading resolutions and distributing pamphlets. 


Also, Afghan in Kerman, Yazd and Yasuj marched and condemned the anniversary 
of the coup d'etat carried out by those Soviet-linked in Afghanistan and 
called for the establishment of an Islamic government in that country. 


5854 
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AFGHANISTAN 


SLOW ADVANCE BY SOVIETS REPORTED IN PANJSHER 
Paris LIBERATION in French 10 May 84 p 30 
[Article by Beatrix Baconnier: "Afghanistan: Slow Soviet Advance in Panjsher"] 


[Text] "Panjsher VII" is the largest operation since the Soviet intervention 
in Afghanistan. According to Western experts in Islamabad, the last Soviet 
offensive launched on 21 April against the main stronghold of the Afghan 
resistance held by Mas'ud, surpasses all the previous six ones by its scope. 
Eighteen days after their arrival in the south of the valley, the Soviet troups, 
who were advancing slower than anticipated, were reached midway from the end 

of the valley. For lack of dependable news, the evaluation of the military 
Situation remains extremely delicate. 


Since the end of April the Soviet-Afghan troups have reinforced their bases 

in Anawah, Bozokah and Rokhah. A Bridgehead was established in Khenj in 
two-thirds of the valley, where the trail begins which leads to Panjsher. 
According to the same sources, 200 members of the resistance, coming as rein- 
forcement from Kunar and Kohistan, were killed on 2 May, surprised in open 
country by a patrol of helicopters. The Red Army tried to surround the valley, 
but on 2 May the passes of Kohistan and Andarab remained open. 


Although since the start of the offensive several tanks and armoured divisions 
have been blown up by mines, the Soviet losses for the moment do not appear 
Significant. The number of 20,000 Soviet soldiers engaged in the operation, 

as suggested by the Pentagon, is judged excessive by certain military experts 
who estimate it to be 12,000 to 15,000. The Afghan troups killed for desertions 
are few. Only those commandos who were certain of themselves, namely those 
from Khad, a hundred or so among whom participated in the offensive, came up 

to the valley. 


It has been a month since Jamiat-e Islami in Peshawar, Pakistan has not 
received any message written in Mas'ud's handwriting. Messengers have been 
sent to Panjsher to bring back this long awaited message, but without result 
for the moment. The spokesmen of the Resistance in Peshawar continue to insist 
that the young commander is in the valley with his men. The Western diplomats 
Suggest that, according to them, other theories can be drawn from the rumors 
circulating in the bazaars of Kabul. Thus, today, the young military chief 
would be some 3 days walk away from his valley, in the plain of Pol-e Khumri, 
in the north of the country where he has gathered the heads of the Resistance 
operating along the Salang Pass (Kabul-Soviet border) in order to organize 

a new convoy military attack. 
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As for the Soviets and Afghan communists, they circulate the most astonishing 
news in the foreign community of Islamabad: 'Mas'ud is probably in Pakistan, 
he is wounded and the doctors are treating him in a secret hideout in 
Afghanistan; he is in Kabul and works for the government now." 


Wherever he may be, it seems that his tactic, however, used in the six previous 
offensives, is followed to the letter in Panjsher. The Resistance has with- 
drawn in the nearby valleys and upon mountain crests. They started a counter- 
attack, notably on the city of Bozurak, in the middle of the valley where the 
Soviets have installed a fortified camp. 


The Soviet Command, according to the diplomats, is in for a long campaign in 
Panjsher. They have parachuted materials and reinforcements brought directly 
from the Soviet Union, and they have installed a "heavy" mechanism in the valley, 
where patrols come and go between garrisons established in Anawah, Rokhah and 
Bozurak. 


If Mas'ud is silent, if the Resistance has not given up, it is probably because, 
they have decided, when the moment is favorable, to wager a usurious guerrilla 
against the troups who have occupied their valley. 


CSO: 4619/54 
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AFGHANISTAN 


BUSH STATEMENTS 'OBSTACLE' TO SETTLING AFGHAN PROBLEM 
LD210856 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0433 GMT 21 May 84 


[Text] Kabul, 20 May, BAKHTAR--During his visit to Pakistan U.S. Vice Presi- 
dent George Bush called at Nasir Bagh near Peshawar where one of the so-called 
Afghan refugee camps is located. However, that is only the cover for CIA-or- 
ganised camps training gangs of terrorists for sending them to the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan. Speaking before the Afghan counter-revolutionary 
riff-raff, George Bush declared without a hint of embarassment that he is 
favouring a speedy settlement of the Afghan problem and the return of Afghan 
refugees home. 


This statement made by the U.S. vice president is nothing but sheer hypocrisy. 
Events prove that it is the United States which is hampering the settlement of 
the situation around Afghanistan. For 6 years already Washington has been con- 
ducting an undeclared war against that country through he hands of Afghan 
counter-revolutionaries. And judging by George Bush's ip to Pakistan, Wash- 
ington has no intention to halt its anti-Afghan policy. 


The visit of the White House's high-ranking emissary to the bandit nest and 
his provocative declarations serve to impede a political solution of the con- 
flict in South-West Asia. The same purpose was pursued by George Bush when he 
promised bandits 14/14/million [as received] dollars of aid. That is a tiny 
portion of those huge sums that are being set aside from the U.S. State Budget, 
the CIA and the Pentagon fund for carrying out the undeclared war against Af- 
ghanistan. According to incomplete estimates, these expenses have reached a 
billion dollars. 


As to Afghan refugees, it is Washington again that has instructed the Pakistani 
authorities to prevent them from returning home. That is the testimony by for- 
mer Pakistani policy officer Haq Nawaz who crossed the border and asked for 
political asylum in Afghanistan. If refugees start an exodus back home the 
anti-Afghan campaign unleashed by the White House will lose many of its trump 
cards. 


The U.S. vice president tried to make the problem of Afghan refugees and the 
problem of settling the situation around Afghanistan dependent on the withdrawal 
of a limited Soviet troop contingent from Afghanistan. Just, as it is said, 
tried to place a cart before a horse. The Afghan leaders have already stated 
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more than once that the solution of the Afghan problem amounts, above all, to 
the termination of the armed and any other interference in Afghanistan's 
affairs and to the guarantees of its non-resumption in the future. In the con- 
text of such a settlement the government of Afghanistan and the USSR will de- 
cide the question of the withdrawal of the limited Soviet troops contingent 
from Afghanistan. For the time being it has been deployed in Afghanistan at 
the request of its legitimate government just for the purpose of helping the 
Afghan people defend their freedom and independence from foreign aggression 

and the attempts to impose upon them a regime suitable to imperialism and re- 
action. 


Thus, it is the USA's policy of state-sponsored terrorism rather than the 
limited Soviet troop contingent that is an obstacle to the political settle- 
ment of the situation in South-West Asia. 
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TEXT OF BILL ON INTEREST-FREE BANKING 
Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 18 Mar 84 p 3 


[Text] The formulation of a set of laws that would serve as a legal framework 
for implementation of interestless banking was an important task that lay 
before the Islamic Consultative Assembly of the Islamic Republic of Iran (The 
Majlis) since its inception. On August 30, 1983, the Majlis finally approved 
the bill on interest-free banking, whose full text has been translated here. 
The bill was ratified by the Guardianship Council (Shuray-e Nigahban) two days 
later on September 1. While the bill was in Majlis, training courses were de- 
vised to acquaint the bank employees with the new system, and on October 19 a 
Central Bank official announced that to date about 20,000 bank employees have 
attended such courses. Meanwhile, he said, during the probational program 
which was put into effect after the approval of the bill, the banks had han- 
dled over 100 billion rials worth of banking transactions in accordance with 
it. The bill came into full effect from January 21, 1984. 


CHAPTER ONE: Objectives and Functions of Banking System in the Islamic 
Republic of Iran: 


Article l 
The objectives of the banking system are as follows: 


1. Establishment of a monetary and credit system based on righteousness and 
justice (according to Islamic laws) with a view to systematize a correct cir- 
culation of money and credit for a healthy and developing economy in the 
country. 


2. Working towards realization of the objectives, policies and economic pro- 
grams of the Islamic Republic of Iran with monetary and credit tools. 


3. Creation of necessary facilities for the expansion of public cooperatives 
and interest-free lending through attraction of free funds, savings, deposits 
and accumulations, and their mobilization for provision of conditions and pos- 
sibilities of work and investment, with a view to implement paragraphs 2 and 9 
of Article 43 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran. (1) 
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4. Preservation of money value and creation of equilibrium in balance of pay- 
ments and provision of facilities in commercial exchanges. 


5. Provision of facilities in matters of payments, receipts, exchanges and 
dealings and other services which according to law pertain to a bank. 


Article 2 
The functions of the banking system are: 


1. Circulation of currency notes and metal coins according to the rules and 
regulations. 


2. Organization, control and channelling of the circulation of money and 
credit according to rules and regulations. 


3. Performance of all foreign and Iranian currency banking operations and 
commitment of guarantee of foreign exchange payments of the government in ac- 
cordance with rules and regulations. 


4. Supervision over gold, foreign exchange dealings and the importand export 
of Iranian currency and foreign currences, and framing of relevant rules in 
accordance with the laws. 


5. Carrying out of operations relating to bonds and negotiable documents in 
accordance with rules and regulations. 


6. Implementation of monetary and credit policies in accordance with rules 
and regulations. 


7. Performance of banking activities relating to the part of approved eco- 
nomic programs which should be implemented through the monetary and credit 
system. . 


8. To open various interest-free loan accounts (current and savings) and 
long-term investment deposits, and issuance of relevant documents in accord- 
ance with rules and regulations. 


9. Giving of loans and credits without interest according to rules and 
regulations. 


10. Giving of loans and credits and extension of other banking services to 
legal cooperatives for realization of paragraph 2 of Article 43 of the 


Constitution. 


ll. Carrying out of transactions of gold and silver and safekeeping and 
management of foreign exchange and gold reserves of the country in accordance 
with the rules and regulations thereof. 


12. Custody of rial deposits of international monetary and financial organ- 


izations and/or similar organizations and/or those affiliated to such organ- 
izations in accordance with rules and regulations. 
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13. Signing of agreements of payment for implementation of monetary, commer- 
cial and transit agreements between the government and other countries in ac- 
cordance with rules and regulations. 


14. Acceptance and safekeeping in trust of gold, silver and other valuable 
articles, negotiable bonds and official documents belonging to individuals or 
corporate persons and leasing of safe vaults. 


15. Issuance, attestation and acceptance of foreign exchange of rial surety 
bonds for customers. 


16. Rendering of services of attorney and guardianship in accordance with 
rules and regulations. 


CHAPTER TWO: Mobilization of Monetary Sources 

Article 3 

The banks may, under any of the following heads, accept deposits: 
a) Interest-free loan deposits: (1) current (2) savings 

b) Long-term investment deposits. 


NOTE: Long-term investment deposit in respect of which the bank has the power 
of agency for utilization for the purposes of ‘partnership’ musharakah) (2), 
"limited-partnership' (mudarabah) (3), ‘leasing with the condition of transfer 
of ownership’ (ijarah bi shart al-tamlik) (4), installment dealings (mu'amalat 
bil taqsit), ‘farm leasing’ (muzara'ah), ‘orchard letting’ (musagat), direct 
investment, ‘forward purchases’ (mu'amalat bay'al-salaf) and ju'alah (5). 


Article 4 


The banks are duty bound to repay the deposits in respect of interest-free 
loans (savings and current) and can also undertake, guarantee and insure re- 
payment of the principal of long-term investments. 


Article 5 


The profits obtained from activities mentioned in the note under Article 3 of 
this Act, shall be divided, on the basis of agreement arrived at, in propor- 
tion of time and the amount of investment deposits, taking into consideration 
the share of the bank resources in proportion to the time and amount in the 
total funds utilized in these activities. 


Article 6 


The banks, with a view to attract deposits, can provide following privileges 
to the depositors by way of encouragement: 


a) Giving of un-fixed awards, in cash or kind, on deposits for interest-free 
loans. 
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b) Offering reduction or exemption to depositors from payment of service 
charges or agent's fees. 


c) Granting of priority to depositors in utilizing facilities granted by bank 
in matters mentioned in Chapter Three. 


CHAPTER THREE: Banking Facilities 
Article 7 


The banks may, for purpose of creation of necessary facilities for expansion 
of activities in different fields of production, commerce and services, pro- 
vide a part of capital or resources required for this purpose by way of part- 
nership (musharakah). 


Article 8 
The banks may directly invest in production or developmental matters or plans. 


The programs for such investments should be passed by the Islamic Consultative 
Assembly as a part of the annual budget of the state and the schemes should 
prove conclusively free of losses on evaluation. 


NOTE: The banks are not entitled to invest in production schemes of articles 
of luxury or other unnecessary consumer goods. 


Article 9 


The banks may, with a view to provide necessary facilities for expansion of 
commerce, within the framework of the government's trade policies, provide 
necessary financial resources on the basis of 'limited-partnership' 
(mudarabah) to their clients, giving preference to lawful cooperatives. 


NOTE: The banks are not entitled to ‘limited partnership' with the private 
sector in matters of import. 


Article 10 


The banks may, with a view to provide necessary facilities for expansion of 
housing, resort to construction of low-cost residential units in coordination 
with the Ministry of Housing and Urbanization, for sale on installments, or 
lease on condition of transfer of ownership. 


NOTE: Ownership of land by banks for construction of low-cost residential 
units mentioned in Article 10 is permissible according to the law governing 
urban land. 


Article 1l 


The banks, with a view to provide facilities for expansion of industry, min- 
ing, agriculture and services, purchase movable property on the application of 
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the client on agreement by him to purchase for consumption or direct utiliza- 
tion of property or properties, and sell to the client on installments on 
submission of security. 


Article 12 


The banks may, with a view to create facilities for expansion of services, 
agriculture, mines and industries, purchase properties (movable and immovable) 
at the request and agreement of the client that he shall take it on lease on 
condition of transfer of ownership and for his own utilization, and put it at 
disposal of the client on lease on condition of transfer of ownership. 


Article 13 


The banks may, with a view to facilitate provision of working capital for 
production units, resort to any of the following activities: 


a) Purchase and sell on credit, raw material and spare parts required by pro- 
duction units at their request and undertaking that they shall buy and utilize 
the requested raw material and spare parts. 


b) Buy in advance the produce of these units, as is easily saleable, at their 
request. 


Article 14 


The banks are duty bound to allocate a part of their resources to interest- 
free loans for applicants, in order to fulfil the objectives of Paragraphs 2 
and 9 of Article 43 of the Constitution. The rules in respect of the imple- 
mentation of this Article shall be prepared by the Central Bank of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and approved by the Council of Ministers. 


Article 15 

All agreements exchanged for the implementation of Articles 12, 13 and 14 of 
this act, in accordance with the contract signed between the two parties, will 
be considered officially valid documents subject to the standing law pertain- 
ing to legal documents. 


Article 16 


The banks may, for the purpose of providing necessary facilities for expansion 
of production, commercial and services sectors, resort to Ja'alah. 


Article 17 


The banks may, lease and/or share in produce of agricultural lands (muzara'ah) 
and orchards (musaqat) in their possession. 











Chapter FOUR: The Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran and Its 
Monetary Policy 


Article 18 


The Central Bank of Iran, which shall hereafter be called 'The Central Bank of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran,' will, in respect of Governmental corporations 
all of whose shares do not belong to the Government, undertake only those 
activities which come under this law. 


Article 19 


The credit policy and short-term facilities (one-year) shall be prescribed on 
the proposal of the General Assembly of the Central Bank and with the approval 
of the Council of Ministers. The policy and facilities pertaining to five- 
year and long-term credit shall be presented to the Islamic Consultative As- 
sembly along with the country's ‘ive-year and long-term development plans for 
its approval. 


Article 20 


The Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran may, for improving the per- 
formance of the country's monetary and credit system, use the following tools, 
according to the rules to be approved by the Council of Ministers, on the 
basis of Article 1¥, and exercise its control and regulation over monetary and 
banking affairs: 


l. By fixing the minimum and maximum percentage of the share of bank's possi- 
ble profits in partnerships (musharakah) and limited-partnerships (mudarabah) 
activities. This minimum percentage of profit may differ in different fields. 


2. By categorizing various fields of investment and partnership. By fixing 
the minimum percentage of possible profit for selection of investment and 
partnership schemes. The minimum percentage of possible profit in different 
fields may differ. 


3. Fixation of minimum and maximum percentage of possible bank profit on in- 
stallment dealings, and lease on condition of transfer of ownership on the 
basis of total cost of a deal. This percentage may vary in different cases. 


4, Fixation of the minimum and maximum percentage of bank service charges of 
various types (provided that it is not more than the costs of work performed), 
and agent's fee (hacq al-wikalah) for utilization of investment deposits re- 
ceived by the banks. 


5. Fixation of the types and minimum and maximum value of gifts mentioned in 
Article 6 and rules regarding advertising for banks in various cases (men- 
tioned therein). 


6. Fixation of minimum and maximum of the amount of partnership (musharakah), 
limited-partnership (mudarabah), investment, lease on condition of transfer of 
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ownership, installment dealings, credit, forward purchase (salaf), leasing of 
farms (muzara'ah), letting of orchards (musaqat), su'alah, and interest-free 
loans for banks and/or or each of them in every case and in different fields, 
as also fixation of m .imum free fa*ilities to be previded to a client. 


CHAPTER FIVE: Miscellaneous 
Article 21 


The Central Bank with all the other banks, and the banks among themselves, are 
not permitted to carry out usurious banking activities. 


Article 22 


The banks may, with the permission of the Central Bank, enter into permissible 
banking activities with Government organizations and Government companies, or 
those affiliated to the Government. 


Article 23 


The amounts received as service charges and agent's fees shall be a part of 
the bank's income and is not divisible among depositors. 


Article 24 


Exemption from commercial and levy and exemption from tsxes provided under the 
law for factories and production units, shall also be applicable to the banks 
in respect of imports or ownership in lieu of factories and production units. 


Article 25 


The units wherein the banks are sh« *e-holders, or in which they have invested, 
shall be subject to the Commercial Law if tkey do not fall under any other 
law. 


Article 26 


With the passage of this law, all other laws, rules and regulations contraven- 
ing this law, shall be null and void; and the powers and functions mentioned 
in Monetary and Banking [Law] and the Act on Administration of Banking Affairs 
and its supplement, which have been passed on to other authorities by this 
law, have been taken over from the previous authorities. 


Article 27 


The Ministry of Economic and Financial Affairs is duty bound to prepare rules 
of procedure for the implementation of this law on the proposal of the Central 
Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran and enforce it after the approval of the 
Council of Ministers, which should not take more than four months. NOTE: All 
the activities after the approval of this law and the drafting of the rules of 
procedure shall be done in accordance with this law. All earlier savings and 
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deposits shall, after the passage of this law, be changed into one of the ac- 
counts provided here within a maximum period of 18 months. All credits and 
loans given by the banks prior to the passage of this law shall be accorded 
with this law within a maximum period of three years. 


FOOTNOTES: 


1. The paragraphs 2 and 9 of Article 43 of the Constitution of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran are as follows: 


"(The economy of the Islamic Republic of Iran is based on the following regu- 
lations, in order to achieve independence in the national economy, uproot 
poverty and impoverishment and fulfil growing human needs, while preserving 
its independence) ... Securing opportunities and possibilities for employment 
for all in order to achieve full employment, offering employment opportunities 
to all who are able to work but lack the means, making use of the cooperative 
system, in providing interest-free loans and other legitimate means, so that 
capital is not concentrated and is not circulated in the hands of specific 
individuals or groups, and in a way so that the government does not become 
major absolute employer. These measures must be accomplished while consider- 
ing the dominant need of the developing national economy in all phases of 
growth.' 


',..Emphasizing increased agricultural, animal husbandry and industrial pro- 
duction in order to secure the country's needs and bring the nation to a selt- 
sufficient state and rid it of dependency.’ 


2. MUSHARAKAH, Means partnership in which profit and loss is shared on the 
basis of percentage capital of various parties in the investment. However, 
according to Islamic Law, there is no restriction whatsoever on any of the 

parties withdrawing its capital at any time. 


3. MUDARABAH, Means handing over of capital to a party to work with the money 
in return for an agreed share in profits or losses. 


4. IJARAH BI SHART AL-TAMLIK, is leasing of a property to a party on the con- 
dition that it shall be soid to him after an agreed period on terms and condi- 


tions mentioned in the agreement of lease. 


5. JU'ALAH, is a contract which lays down a fixed amount of payment for ser- 
vices defined in the contract to whatever party that performs them. 


CSO: 4600/557 
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WAR: IMPERIALISM REMAINS CHIEF BENEFICIARY OF THIS SLAUGHTER' 


IRAN 


East Burnham ARABIA THE ISLAMIC WORLD REVIEW in English No 32, Apr 84 pp 8-9 


— Al TL, — TT. - gt 
¥- Whose War Is It Anyway?"] 


The Gulf war enters its 44th month in 
April with a death toll since the 
fighting began of 240,000. Iran’s Wal Fajr 
otfensives, the first of which was launched 
in February 1983. have achieved meagre 
results but cost manv lives 
Nevertheless. the war has moved 
gradually inside Iraq and Wal Fajr 5 
(February 15) and 6 (February 22) 
enabled Iran to increase its occupation of 
Iraqi land, which started in July 1982 
More importantly, the two offensives 
threatened to strangle Irag economically 
by cutting off its southeastern Basra area 
Having found no really effective way to 
shake Iran's determination to fight on, 
Baghdad escalated the war by resorting to 
chemical weapons -— mustard gas and 
nerve gas — the use of which was pro- 
hibited by the Geneva Protocol of 1925. 
[ramian reports sav that 1.000 of their 
troops were affected by toxic gas during 
the Wal Fajr 5 and 6 offensives. Iran, 
which signed the Geneva Protocol in 1929, 
had claimed in August and November 
1983 that Iraq had used chemical arms 
against its troops. [It did not. at that stage, 
produce concrete proot. Now evidence ot 
the use of mustard and nerve gases by Irag 
has been internationally accepted: doctors 
treating Iraman soldiers in Sweden, 
Austria and the UK have testified to this 
Answering press questions in this 
respect. semor Iraqi officers came close to 
admitting the charge brought against 
them. General Khairallah, the detence 
minister, said: ‘To reveal what Irag has in 
reserve would go against the interests of 
our security.” The commander ot the East 
Basra forces. Major General Hisham 
Salah Fakhni, went further: “You would 
not have wanted us all the same. to spray 
them with perfume It was only after 





the issue had become an international 
scandal that Baghdad denied the use of 
poison gas and accused the Red Cross of 
partiality. 


In a message to the United Nations 
secretary-general, the Iranian foreign 
minister, Welavati, claimed that the 
suppliers of the gas were “from the East 
and the West.” Teheran named Britain as 
the culprit in the West: nothing was said 


about the Eastern) suppliers. Some 
observers feel that it could be the Soviet 
Union 


The Russians are widely believed to 
have used nerve and mustard gases in 
Cambodia, Laos and against the Afghan 
mujahideen, and hold large stocks. Not 
named either is France, which has large 
stocks of toxic gas. 

Meanwhile, press reports in Britain and 
CIA sources said Iraq produces the gas 
locally in at least two known places. One 
underground plant ts located at Akashat, 
a desert area 180 miles west of Baghdad. It 
specialises in the manufacture of nerve 
gas, which is colourless and odourless and 
therefore extremely difficult to detect 
hetore great damage 1s done. The second 
plant, at Samawa, south of Baghdad. 
makes mustard gas 

As the war spread inside Iraq, the Baath 
leadership increasingly realised that it had 
exhausted its conventional means otf 
attracting attention - including regular. 
intensive bombing of civilian objectives - 
without deterring Teheran from seeking a 
military solution to the — conflict 
Moreover, Iran's human waves have 
proved difficult to deal with, in spite of the 
heavy losses the Iranian troops have 
suffered. Chemical weapons present an 


ideal way of dealing with such close 





tormations Of intantry 

Far trom torcing Iran to negotiate, the 
use of chemical weapons ts likely to spark 
vigorous retahation. Between September 
1Y8l and July 1982) Traman forces 
mounted successful attacks during which 
they reconquered most of their land 


occumed by Iraq in its early otfensives 


j » ~ * 4 et, Ir 
lramsan assaults almost routed ooh 
b Ti . ~ ryaer 
ny. Which lost 00.000 men as pris rs 
! , ‘ 7 sic t ings P 
it followed up those rela KS CQ Ti iv¢ 


enabled Iran to occupy large stretcnes of 


lraqi territory, especially in the southern 

sector, and negotiate trom strength 
Iranian officials were. however, divided 
as to what attitude to adopt. Some were in 
favour of entering Traq: territory. Dut 
others opposed the idea on the grounds 
that 


that Iran did not aim to conquer tand that 


was notits own 


\s the War went on Peher ins aims 

+) thy T\1% Y 7 

changed. Alone with the piece ’ 
hberation of the strategic pockets Ira 

troops h id held NeWs DVCELPah vw . i 
franian forces moving into Traq. Sever 

reasons mav have caused the change of 


attitude. The war would probabdly 
come to an end if Irag and tts financial 
supporters had accepted [rans tw 
conditions then. These were the naming of 
the aggressor by an inter- 
P " ” hRAAe Ans h ~ ‘ 
national body. and the pav- 
ment of war damages. 


Baghdad felt that it could drag out negotiations on war damages. However, the 
Iranians refused to be kept in a state of no-war, no-peace which, Teheran 
felt, would enable Baghdad to strengthen its economy and armed forces. This 
impasse led to the first hardening of the Iranian attitude. Iran then stipu- 
lated a third condition--the ousting of Saddam Hussein. 


Now the war seems to have moved to the economic front, with Iran trying to 
stifle Iraq economically. Iraq's oil outlet to the Gulf has been shut since 
the start of the war. The closure of its Mediterranean pipeline through Syria 
has deprived Baghdad of badly-needed foreign currency. Now Iran is trying to 
cut off the Basra area, which is an important economic centre. This explains 
the desperate Iraqi counter-offensives to recover Majnoun Island, which has 
oil reserves estimated at seven billion barrels. 


Iraq, for its part, has made several attempts to destroy Iran's oil installa- 
tions at Kharg Island, through which most Iranian oil is exported. 


Teheran has repeatedly warned that it would close the Strait of Hormuz if Iraq 
bombed Kharg Island. Iran's threat gave the conflict an international dimen- 
sion, as around one third of western oil supplies leaves the Gulf through the 
Strait. The Americans have warned that they would react if the Strait is 
mined by Iran. Iraq is understood to be pushing Iran to do so in the hope 
that western reprisals would destroy Iran's military capability. 








However, the Speaker of lran’s Majlis, 
Hashem: Rafsanjani. hinted last February 


hat his cour. ¥ wall not fall into this trap 
In tact. Teheran may have another 


alternative. The thrust into Iraq in the 
Kurdestan area a few months ago 
indicated that if Kharg Island 1s attacked 
lran may attack the Kirkuk oil fields in 
northern Iraq and destroy the pipeline 
now being built to export oil through 
Turkey. The Iranian air torce, which has 
been used spasingly since August 1982, 
proved in mid-February that it can sull 
attack deep inside Irag 

Meanwhile the Arab League's 
emergency meeting in Baghdad on March 
13 decided to attempt to isolate Iran. A 
committee is to visit Japan, West 
Germany and Britain to ask them to stop 
trading with Iran. Such a tactless and 
hostile stand, at a tume when Iraq has used 
internationally-banned poison gas against 
lramian troops, is bound to further 
radicalism in the Islamic Republic - it 
cannot lead to a de-escalation of the 
conflict. Both sides are apparently stl 
secking a military solution 

Who has really benefited from this war? 
Both the Iramans and the Arabs have 
failed to address this question seriously. It 
is Clear that the original war aims of the 
contending parties cannot be achieved 
Neither Al Dawah in Iraq, nor the 
Mujahadin-i-Khalgi in Iran, have the 


capacity to establish a new legitimate regime. Islamic Iran and Baathist lraq 
will have to tolerate each other's existence, however unpleasant this may be. 


The real beneficiaries are Israel and its supporters. On a number of occa- 
Sions western statesmen have said that the war serves their purposes--and both 
Britain and France have followed a policy of selectively supplying military 
hardware at crucial moments to both iran and Iraq. Israel has been able to 
strike directly at [Iraqi nuclear plants because of the war, and to benefit 
from Arab disunity, particularly in Lebanon. 


The USSR has also gained trom the continued conflict in the Gulf. Iranian 
Support to the Afghan [word illegible] is now at an all-time low, and the 
Soviet Union has new opportunities to stir up trouble in Iranian Baluchistan 
and Kurdestan. 


The urgent resolution of this conflict is fo paramount importance to the Mus- 
lim world. So many diplomatic initiatives have failed that it is difficult to 
remain optimistic. Meanwhile, hundreds of thousands of Muslims continue to 
die in the Gulf. So tar, at any rate, imperialism remains the chiet benefi- 
ciary of this relentless slaughter. 











IRANIAN 'SUSPECTS' RELEASED BY IMMIGRATION AUTHORITIES 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 22 Apr 84 p 13 


[Article by Beng Ansula] 


[Text ] 


Immigration Com- 
missioner Edmundo M. 
Reyes belied reports 
alleging irregularities 
in the release of the 
suspected leader of an 
Iranian “hit squad” 
and two other Ira- 
nians. 

Reyes said that the 
order for the release of 
the three was issued to 
avoid habeas corpus 
proceedings that might 
arise from their con- 
tinued detention. 

He maintained that 
the order for their re- 
lease was issued de- 
spite an existing order 
for their deportation 
because the Iranian 
embassy refused to 
provide them with 
travel documents. 


“We cannot con- 
tinuously detain these 
Iranians for the reason 
that we cannot effect 
their deportation due 
to lack of their travel 
documents,” he said. 


CSO: 4600/554 


Earlier, some quar- 
ters at the Commission 
on Immigration and 
Deportation (CID), in- 
cluding the intelli- 
gence community ex- 
pressed their disagree- 
ment over Reyes’ deci- 
sion, saying that the 
release of the three 
“compromised national 
security.” 

They said that in- 
stead of releasing the 
Iranians, efforts must 
be exerted to press for 
the issuance by the Ira- 
nian embassy of the 
travel documents. 

Some CID officials, 
who were opposed to 
what they called “kid 
glove” policy adopted 
by Reyes, said that the 
government should 
assert its “sovereign 
right to deport aliens 
whom it considers 
dangerous and unde- 
sirable.” 

They claimed that 
the position’ taken by 
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Reyes is contrary to 
the existing deporta- 
tion order. 

Reports reaching the 
immigration office in- 
dicated that shortly af- 
ter the release of the 
three last April 6, they 
allegedly took part in a 
clash with anti- 
Khomeini Iranian stu- 
dents in front of the 
Ramada Hotel, in 
Ermita. 

The three, who were 
arrested earlier by im- 
migration agents for 
“undesirability and 
overstaying” after the 
Ministry of Education, 
Culture and Sports 
(MECS) revoked their 
student permits, are 
also facing criminal 
charges filed by their 
fellow Iranians before 
the Makati regional 
trial court. 

They are charged 
with serious physical 
injuries, grave threats 
and serious illegal de- 
tention. 


TRAN 
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RAFSANJANI ELABORATES ON POSSIBLE CONFRONTATION WITH SUPERPOWERS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 9 May 84 p 23 


[Article: "Hojjat ol-Eslam Rafsanjani at a Meeting with 
Revolutionary Guard Naval Units: The Superpowers Are Looking to 
the Southern Shores of Sistan va Baluchestan Like Vultures"] 


[Text] Naval units of the Islamic revolutionary guards met with 
Hojjat ol-Eslam va-ol-Moslemin Hashemi Rafsanjani, Speaker of the 
Majlis. 


ng a talk at this meeting, Hojjat ol-Eslam Hashemi Rafsanjani 
the brave men of the open seas: The formation of the 


oO 


lamic revolutionary guard naval units had the same overall 
fect on the revolution as the formation of the guard itself. 


The sea 1s an inviolate and sensitive place that demands a new 
movement. Up until now, the presence of self-sacrificing and 
wholehearted forces has not been tested on the high seas; the 
presence of revolutionary guard elements there is thus a 
frightening phenomenon for world imperialism. With its advanced 
and superior weaponry, world imperialism may be able to stand up 
against our arms themselves, but against your faith it is 
extremely weak and insignificant. Today, the seas of the Islamic 
republic, from (Fav) to the border of Pakistan, are in need of 
self-sacrifici ng war riors like the revolutionary guards. Thank 
God this need has been extraordinarily well met, and the iron 
footsteps of you brave men on the path of unity are preserving 
that long line that protects the important areas of our country. 
The aforementioned areas, both from the point of view of natural 
resources and the point of view of military strategy, are as 
recious as diamonds to us. In addition to that, each of our 
Littl e islands in the Persian Gulf has an extraordinary value, 
both militarily and economically. Most important of all is the 
sensitivity of the southern shores of Sistan va Baluchestan, 
which the superpowers are watching like vultures. An old dream 
of access to warm waters to the-south for one superpower and the 
terror of the emergence of a rival for the other superpower make 
uS more aware than before of the increased sensitivity of these 











areas. World imperialism has long regarded that place with 
Greedy eyes, and has always considered it necessary to have its 
own military bases there to confront rivals. The Americans spent 
a lot of money on their military base at Chah Bahar, and America 
was then a source of anxiety for the Russians. The presence of 
the Islamic Republic is now unpleasant and bitter for both 
Superpowers. It was for this reason that they destroyed our 
naval base there during the time of our former general; the next 
general, who was a spy, did not want to rebuild it either, 
because the sensitivity of that sea was clear to them. 


The Imam's representative on the Supreme Defense Council then 
said: The forces of the revolutionary guard must wage epic 
battles there against Saddam's people just as they do at the 
fronts, and fulfill their wholehearted role. The revolutionary 
Guard naval units must therefore be aware that they have bear a 
great and heavy responsibility on their shoulders. We must also 
Say that the importance of the seashores of Khizr is no less than 
that of the southern shores, and the determined presence of you 
powerful and self-sacrificing guardsmen is felt as the presence 
of forces of the revolution. 


While praising the brave men of the naval forces of the army of 
the Islamic republic, Hojjat ol-Eslam Hashemi Rafsanjani then 
said: The warriors of the naval forces have guarded our 
country's maritime borders well, and they have employed their 
combat ships and boats well in battle with the enemy, but since 
it is possible that submarines, seaplanes, and radar may appear 
like succulent morsels for the criminal enemy, and since it is 
possible that the use of these weapons may be limited against 
their advanced weaponry, it 1s extremely necessary to have small, 
fast, and mobile vessels, manned by self-sacrificing personnel. 
The enemy cannot tolerate these, and our powerful navy will 
protect you militarily in these endeavors. 


Referring to the role of the Japanese navy in World War II, the 
Speaker of the Majlis then said: During this war, the Japanese 
struck the sensitive parts of America's colossal ships with their 
Small aircraft and brave pilots, diverting the ships. The 
Japanese fight in that war shattered America's glory, and it was 
because of America's impotence and insignificance against the 
Japanese that they resorted to the use of the atomic bomb. The 
same scenario is foreseeable in the Indian ocean. The Straits 
of Hormoz and the Persian Gulf have already created a terrifying 
nightmare for the imperialists of east and west, the conclusion 
of which cannot be foreseen by Westerners. If we want to 
confront them in the straits with only advanced weaponry and a 
few ships, their problem is manageable. What they cannot cope 
with is the presence of self-sacrificing forces, such as the 
revolutionary guard's naval unit, alongside other powerful forces 
of the Islamic republic and the army's naval forces. 
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The Imam's representative on the Supreme Defense Council then 
referred to another of the revolutionary guard navy's roles. He 
Said: You must expand your forces in the area, find all the 
unknown and undefined routes used by smugglers to penetrate our 
borders, and establish security in the area with full force. 


Emphasizing that the establishment of the revolutionary guard 
naval unit was one of the most necessary tasks, the Speaker of 
the Majlis said: Due to the war and other involvements, our 
forces have been drawn into ceonfrontation with the Ba'thist 
infidels, while we undertook to establish the revolutionary guard 
naval unit much earlier. Even now, as we have gained the upper 
hand in the war, we are ready to bring this great force into 
existence, and as I emphasize the importance of the establishment 
of the revolutionary guard naval unit, I say to you that in a few 
years you will Ccistinctly taste the effects and results of this 
holy crusade, and the Imam of the nation certainly supports the 
formation of such a force. 


The Imam's representative on the Supreme Defense Council said: We 
have maritime borders equivalent to that of several countries in 
the southern basin of the Persian Gulf and the Arabian Peninsula, 
and we want to be friends with them, 1f they wish to realize 
their position and understand the sensitivity of the issue. 


9310 
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YAM-E IRAN in Persian; weekly published by Iranian 
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(Text ] These days, we should expect an explosion at the court of 
e Hague and the palace of the queen of the Netherlands or at 
least at the Dutch Embassy in Tehran. 


On 25 April, Iranian radio reported: Following the violation of 
the Algerian communique by the United States, an important 
communique was published by Prime Minister Mir Hoseyn Musavi. In 
this communique, he seriously warned the United States that if it 
lmposes pressure on the rule of the Islamic Republic in the 
international assemblies, the government of tne Islamic Republic 
Will carry out any legitimate action appropriate to the 
oopressive nature of the Great Satan. 


The prime minister of the Islamic Republic cautiously calls the 
agreement signed in the city of Algiers between the fully 
authorized representatives of the Islamic Republic, headed by 
Cabinet Minister Mr Behzad Nabavi and the representatives of the 
United States, headed by Assistant Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, a "communique" so that the grave spirit of the 
hezbollah nation will not question why such an agreement has been 
Signed with the Great Satan. Let us put this aside and take a 
look at the warning of the ideological prime minister which has 
been published as a communique. 


This communique, a document which attests to the stupidity, 
shamelessness and extreme weakness of the clerical government, 
after its praise for and appreciation of the taking of the 
members of the U.S. Embassy as hostages, which is the source of 
the conflict between the Islamic Republic and the United States 
and ultimately the Algerian agreement, most dreadfully speaks 
firstly of the advantages of the Algerian agreement in retrieving 
the rignts of the Iranian nation and secondly, of the necessity 
to respect the principles of international law. It most 
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ridiculously nentions the bill which the government of the 
Netherlands has presented to its Parliament, which, should it be 
ratified, would influence the outcome of the arbitration of the 
court in the interest of the United States and, finally, most 
weakly and stuvidly, it pleads witn the "brother government of 
\lgeria" to take measures to change the present situation of the 
international arbitration court, otherwise: 


"The government of the Islamic Republic will carry out the 
necessary decisions to protect its financial and spiritual 
interests and those of the oppressed people of the world and, as 
has been proven thus far, the Islamic Republic will engaye in an 
legitimate act which it finds approoriate to attain justice and, 
in this way, will pay any price which is necessary. 


5 


25 June 1983, Mir Yoseyn Musavi, Prime Minister." 


any 


The high ranking authorities of the regime, including Khomeyni, 
are aware? of the course of actions of the Hague court. Since 
some time ago, the clerical regime has pleaded tearfully with the 
joverniment of Algeria to find a way to cover up its loss of face 
concerning the Algerian agreement. On the other hand, the 
government of the Islamic Republic has recently frequently 
accused the Hague arbitration court of siding with the United 
States. However, the value of this weeping and protestind is 
2quivalent to that of the shouts of "death to America" at the 
Friday prayers in Najafabad. The government of Algeria, which 
was the mediator between the Islamic Republic and the United 
States in resolving the hostage issue, is unable, even were it 
Willing, to influence in the least the implementation of the 
Algerian agreement. This agreement was signed by the high 
ranking authorities of tne Islamic Republic and later ratified oy 
the Majlis, and the Council of Guardians found no problems with 
it froin a religious standpoint. The Algerian agreement was not 
Signed by the monarchical reyime to be said that it was the 
puppet of the Unite2d States, commissioned to write a deed for 
Tran and transfer it to the United States. However, concernins 
the Hague arbitration court, there is not one person in the world 
who would doubt the neutrality of this international supreme 
judicial authority or who can accuse it of being influenced. 

This is the saine court of which, when the complaint of the 
government of Great Britain against the government of Iran 
concerning the nationalization of the oil industry was presented 
to it, the British judge in the court voted in the interest of 
Iran. In the dreadful case of the hostage taking, the leading 
accused is Mr Khomeyni himself. One group believes that this nad 
Jame was orchestrated from the very beginning by Mr Khomeynl. 
Another group contends that after the armed raid on the U.S. 
Embassy and the detention of the menbers of the Embassy, in order 
not to be left behind, Mr Khomeyni endorsed the action. In any 
case, if Mr Khomeyni had not openly endorsed the occupation of 
the Embassy and the taking of the Americans as hostages, the 











been different. Such incidents frequently occur 
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in Other parts of the world: an armed guerrilla group occupies 
an embassy and takes its members as hostayes and after some 
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hours, with the intervention of the government, veacefully or 
victentig, the issue 1s concluded. But, when the leader of a 
country accepts the leadership of the attackers and the 
esponsibility for the attack and the hostage taking and also 
dismisses the prime minister and the minister of foreign affairs 
Or their Opposition to such an act, the problem is different. 
Of course, one cannot give the credit to Mr Khomeyni for taking 
the initiative. In the Middle Ages, the detention, killing and 
sacri: of diplomatic agents was a common custom. It often 
occurred that when an envoy brought a message to an authoritarian 
ruler, the ruler, who had become angry at the message, would cut 

ff an ear Or nose of the envoy in response and return him. 


Hence, as in other cases, Mr Khomeyni's initiative was in 
employing an abandoned, despicable custom from the Middle Ages in 
the late 20th century, holding 50-some U.S. diplomats in 
Captivity for 444 days without heeding the advice of any domestic 
or foreign advisors who warned him against such an action, making 
Iran suffer from political isolation and an economic embargo, and 
he finally got off his high horse when Mr Reagan won the 
presidential election, ovenly declaring that as soon as Reagan 
begins his duties in the White House, he would end e the game 
of the hostage taking. 


\t that time, Mr Khomeyni suddenly changed his "line" and 
instructed the fully authorized representatives of the Islamic 
Republic to go to Algiers and make veace with the representatives 
of tne Great satan. 


in agreement imposed on the Islamic Republic is a 
1 legal agreement hastily made under conditions of fear 
and vanxiety, an agreement similar to that pounded on the head of 
wa 
1 


ie Alger 


the nati and governme ent of Iran by the reoresentatives of 
cZarist pageia 150 years ago with the blessing of the clerics in 
sOlestan anu Later in Torkananchay. Any school ooy could 
understand this, but, as the leaders of the regime have 
confessed, despite the detailed explanations which were provided 
to the great imam, he merely stroked his beard and said: "Now, 
it is over." 

The period of the captivity of the 52 Americans ended and the 
period of the captivity of the Iranian nation began. Mr 
Khomeyni, who at one time considered the shah a traitor to Islam 


and Iran deserving of any kind of punishment because of the 
ratification of exceptional regulations concern ening U.S. military 
advisors, signed an agreement with the Americans which 


immediately stuffed several billion dollars of “the Iranian 
Currency reserves down the throats of the U.S. banks, and today 
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the remainder of the fruits of the labor of the Iranian nation 
must be poured into the pockets of U.S. companies becaus'e of the 
pledge given by his stupid servants. He has now begun to moan 
and cry of injustice concerning the Hague arbitration court while 
threatening: "The Islamic Republic, as it has proven thus far, 
Will engage in any legitimate act which it finds approvriate and 
in this way, will pay any price necessary." 


erence 1S unambiguous: The Islamic Republic has 

em ae examples of its “legitimate, approoriate acts" in 
Beirut and Kuwait and the "necessary price" is the expenses for 
the ceovieion and preparation of explosives in addition to a 
truck and a poor, brainwashed driver prepared to commit suicide 
for the beloved Islam of Mr Khomeyni. 


In his communique, Mr Mir Hoseyn Musavi says: 


"The United States blames all these defeats on Islam and the 
Sincere followers of the imam's line who dashed its last hopes in 
this country by occupying the spy nest, its place of conspiracy 
and corruption." 


less cleric who sings the lamentation of the defeat of 
the United States in the hostage taking incident does not want to 
reveal what sort of defeat the United States suffered in these 
events. If defeat means the confiscation of billions of dollars 
of the national currency reserves, many powers would most likely 
be prepared to pocket such great sums in exchange for the 
occupation of their embassies. 


The prime minister of the Islamic Republic knows that neither can 
the Dutch Parliament influence the Hague arbitration court by 
ratifying the bill of the Dutch governinent nor is the government 
of Algeria able to take measures to change the situation, and 
neither can the threats of terrorism return the lost money to the 
treasury of the Islamic Republic. But he finds such maneuvers 
and bravado to allay the public opinion of the Iranian nation-- 
his own opinion, of course--necessary, because he and his masters 
have sensed well that the intelligent Iranian nation blames this 
yreat loss as well as many of its misfortunes not on the United 
States, but on the Islam of Khomeyni, the faithful followers of 
the imam's line and the government of the clerics. 
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FOREIGN MINISTER'S VISIT TO LIBYA, CONTACTS REPORTED 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 12 May 84 p 3 


ext] Dr 'Ali Akbar Velayati, our country's foreign minister, 
long with an accompanying delegation composed of the Africa and 
ab Nations pelecy director and several of our country's foreign 
ministry officials, arrived in Tripoli Thursday afternoon to 
visit the friendly and brotherly country of Libya. They were met 
by 'Abd al-Salam al-Tariki, director of the Libyan people's 
foreign relations committee, several Libyan officials, and the 
ewer and several members of the Embassy of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. 


uring this meeting, which was held in order to study the 
ituation in the area and the international situation, our 
ountry' Ss foreign minister delivered a message from President 
hameneh'i pledging protection for the Arab Jamahiriya of Libya. 


mf 


Visit with the Director of the Libyan People's Committee 


Dr 'Ali Akbar Velayati, our country's foreign minister, met and 


spoke in Tripoli Thursday afternoon with Dr 'Ali ‘Abd al-Salam 
al-Tariki, director of the Libyan People's Foreign Relations 
Committee. 


ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY reported from Tripoli that 
ng these talks, which were completely frank, our country's 


oreign minister proclaimed the Islamic Republic of Iran's 

upport for Libya in the face of plots by America and its 
pporters. He emphasized: The movements which are being formed 
ay 


. 

mst Iran and Libya by America and world imperialism are very 
ilar. During this meeting, Dr Velayati said: We are ready to 
ve assurances to you and your country, and to announce to the 

d that we re e at your side; in the face of these contrived 
ar] we declare that our experience with the great 

aganda, military, political, and economic assaults guided by 
ica and Otuers is that if we stand firm against imperialist 

t , they can do nothing. Our country's foreign minister added 
that a number of countries seexing to impose Saddam on the area 
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are now trying to impose peace upon us, just as they imposed war 
upon us. If Saddam is defeated, in reality America and the 
area's reactionaries will also be defeated. Dr ‘Ali 'Abd al- 
Salam al-Tariki, director of the Libyan People's Foreign 
Relations Committee, while affirming brother Velayati's comments 
d emohasizing the wialarhanecbae 4 igus Bhe Islamic dae Seon and 
e Libyan Jamahiriya, thanks for 
felayati's presence in. 
ionaries want to expor 
t revolutionary ideas 
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i. He paid: tuperiatieee and 
rorists to Libya, but we will 


as 1ons, in view of the plots in the 
ing devised. Sy America a the reactionaries, it is 

ry that Libya, Syria, ana the ISiamic Republic of Iran 

te fully in political and military pl-nning, and in the 

e against Israel 


At the meeting's conclusion, while emphasizing the expansion of 
Di-lateral relations, Dr Velayati invited Dr al-Tariki to visit 
the Islamic Republic in the near future. 


> 


Meeting with 'Abd al-Salam Jalud 


Continuing his Libyan journey, our country's foreign minister Dr 
Velayati met and spoke for 90 minutes on Thursday with Major 'Abd 
al-Salam Jalud, the number two man in Libya. During this meeting 
our country's foreign minister proclaimed the Islamic Republic of 
Iran's support for its brother country Libya in the face of the 
plots of piercer He sald: The two countries have common 
positions in lation to issues of the Middle East, North Africa, 
and the war bpoged on Iran. 


He also affirmed the necessity for brotherly traffic between the 
two countries and said: We believe that our nations will Succeed 
in their struggle and steadfastness against world imperialism. 


4 


In response, Major Jalud expressed his appreciation and thanks 
for Mr Velayati's trip and the government of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran's renewed support for the Li ibyan Jamahiriya, especially 
against the recent plots which this country has faced. He said: 
Your coming was not for the de gee it comes from your heart. 
Your presence at this time has great meaning, and Libya is 
honored by this step taken by the Islamic Republic of Iran. 


a 
4 


With reference to recent events in Iibya, 'Abd al-Salam Jalud 
said: It 1s clear that insane measures of the kind being taken by 
Our common enemies, imperialism and the forces of contemporary 
reaction, are a sign of their weakness and insignificance. In 
conclusiun, he proclaimed the renewed and deciSive Support of the 
Libyan Arab Socialist Jamahiriya for the Islamic Republic of Iran 











in the face of events instigated by imperialism and the war which 
imperialism has imposed on the Islamic revolution by means of 
Saddam 


Yesterday morning, Dr Velayati, our country's foreign minister 
who had gone to Tripoli at the head of a delegation, met with Mr 
Mu'ammar Cadhafi, the leader of Libya. 

This meeting was attended by Dr al-Tariki, Director of the Libyan 
Peoples Foreign Relations Committee, Mr 'Obaydi, political 
counsel to Mr Qadhafi, and the Ambassador of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran in Tripoli 

During this meeting, which lasted one hour, Mr Velayati announced 
the Islamic Republic of Iran's support for its brother country 
Libya in the face of imperialist plots. He said: Relations 
between Iran and Libya are deep and strategic, and we must fight 
Side-by-side against our common enemies, imperialism and Zionism. 
I am prepared to again declare our own support and protection for 
the Jamahiriya of Libya, and to show the world that the two 
countries have stood together, and will do so in times of trials 
and difficulties. 


Mr Qadhafi delivered a message of peace and friendship to the 
officials of the Islamic Republic of Iran. He said: We are very 
thankful for your positions and your standing beside the 
Jamahiriya of Libya. Your coming has given us heart, and has 


been a slap in the face of imperialism and reactionaries. 


He added: I stress that we are all one front against the common 
enemy; all of our struggles have one cause, and that 1S enmity 
with America, Zionism, and reaction. Geographic Circumstances 
has separated us, otherwise we would be able to bring about a 
great change. We are ready to stand with you in your war against 
your enemies, and we regard a victory for you as a victory for 
Our own people. In any case, we are far apart, but our hearts 
are close to each other, and our weapons are pointed in the same 
direction. . 

Continuing his remarks, he said: This measure of yours, despite 
your involvement with the war, shows that the war has not 
prevented you from doing extraordinary things. 


In conclusion, Mr Qadhafi stressed the necessity for such 
meetings at higher levels. 
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Velayati Leaves Libya 


Dr 'Ali Akbar Velayati, our country's foreign minister, and the 
delegation accompanying him, left Tripoli for Tehran at noon 
yesterday after a brief visit in Libya. 


The ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY reported from Tripoli that 
yesterday morning (Friday) Mr Velayati met with Libyan leader 
Colonel Qadhafi, and delivered a message to him from Hojjat ol- 
Eslam Khameneh'i. 


Before leaving Libya, our country's foreign minister spoke with 
the ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY. He said: Our visit in Libya 
was made in order to declare the government and nation of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran's support for the government and nation 
of Libya in its struggle against world imperialism. 


Return to Tehran 


Dr Velayati also spoke briefly with the ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS 
AGENCY at Mehrabad airport concerning the results of his trip to 
Libya. He said: This trip was made in the wake of a series of 
political propaganda attacks and the onset of a psychological war 
against Libya. He added: Some time ago, efforts emerged against 
Libya, especially in the western world, which were aimed at 
bringing the Libyan government to its knees. The effort was 
intensified in order to eliminate Libya's struggle against the 
expansion of influence of domineering powers in Africa, Lebanon, 
and Palestine. Since the brunt of the attacks of Libya's 
officials was aimed at America, the primary supporter of 
aggression against the Muslims of Africa, Palestine, and Lebanon, 
in response America became the standard bearer of world plots 
against Libya. 


Dr Velayati added: This delegation's journey took place in order 
to express solidarity with the government and nation of Libya, 
and in order to support their struggle against world imperialism 
and Zionism. He also added: During this trip, meetings were 
held with Colonel Qadhafi, the leader of Libya, Major Jalud, and 
Mr 'Ali 'Abd al-Salam al-Tariki, an official in the Libyan 
Foreign Relations Office, which were useful for coordinating the 
views of the two countries, and for consulting on various 
international and regional issues. 
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GUARDS CORPS DECLARED READY FOR U. S. GULF PLOTS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 19 May 84 p 30 


[Excerpts] Following the statements of Hojjat 
91-Eslam Hashemi-Rafsanjani, the representative 
of the imam to the Supreme Council for Defense, 
in connection with the recent ungodly actions 
Of global oppression in the Persian Gulf 
region, this communique was published by the 
Revolution Guards Corps. 


With the thriving growth and expansion of the sacred Islamic 
revolution in the hearts of the oppressed people throughout the 
world, global oppression, which has fully sensed the threat to 
its illegitimate interests and the danger of the fall of its 
tyrannical rule and domination over the oppressed people of the 
world, started the war against Islamic Iran through the hand of 
the Ba'thist, Zionist reyime of Iraq so that it might halt the 
waves of this iiberating movement. Although some courageous 
young men and brave children of the hezbollah nation were 
martyred in the sacred defense of the Islamic nation and the 
goals of tne Islamic revolution following the imposition of thi 
unwanted war on the martyr-nurturing, Muslim nation of Iran, a 
great many of the resources of our country were spent in 
combating this aggression and retrieving the rights of the 
Islamic nation. However, the blows inflicted on the forces of 
the Zionist regime ruling Baghdad by the Islamic combatants 
fighting heathenism brought such defeat to global oppression that 
the criminal United States and its mercenary agents have begun 
certain mischievous acts to compensate for this defeat and 
prevent the final victory of the Islamic combatants in the 
battlefronts against the puppet regime of Iraq. 


Ww) 


In the wake of the enlightening statements of Hojjat ol-Eslam 


10 7 
Hashemi-Rafsanjani, the representative of the iman to the Supreme 
Council of Defense, during the Friday prayers in Tehran, the 
Revolution Guards Corps wishes to inform the nation of Islam and 
the Muslim nation of Iran of the following. 
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l. The criminal United States, with the cooveration of the 

Zionists ruling nd other reactionary regimes of the region, 
s trying to spread the war to the Persian Gulf by creating a 

Crisis situation in this region and, so they imagine, to provide 
ne grounds for the interference of the superpowers in order to 

1 ¢t Islamic revolution. 
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ne Revolution Guards Coros declares its readiness to employ all 
ts defensive resources and combative forces, including the self- 
acrificing guards and the brave men of the mobilization, and 
emphatically warns those conspiring against the Islamic 
revolution that should the Satanic powers ignite the flames in 
the Persian Gulf, the Islamic defenders will dry up the roots of 
the criminal United States in this region with the help of God 
and will turn the entire area into another Tabas. 


The rulers of the United States must remember the astonishing and 
indefatigable power of the Islamic nation and review the 
experlence of the defeat in Lebanon and the death of hundreds of 
t 


. 


he U.S. and French forces at the hands of Muslim revolutionaries 
under severe conditions and despite the presence of thousands of 
American, Israeli, French, and British soldiers, in order to 
Fully understand the meaning of the cries against oppression and 
the slogans filled with the perception of the Islamic nation. 


[ m know that the in case of the interference of the United 
States in the Persian Gulf reyion, our fronts shall no longer be 
and the south of our country and the interests of all 
yrs Of the conspiracy against the Islamic revolution 
argets for the Islamic soldiers. 


Reagan must also Know that resorting to this kind of adventurism 
in starting wars will in no way affect the retrieval of his lost 
orestige. If he should interfere in the region like the previous 
U.S. oresident, he had better think about some other job than 
sitting in the presidential seat. 


2. The grave duty of the Friday and congregational imams and the 
Islamic scholars throughout the world, the liberation movements 
and the one-billion nation of Islam, which is now being openly 
and secretly attacked by global oppressors, is to prepare 
hemselves and should the United States continue to start wars in 
the region, to threaten the interests of Western oppression 


throughout the world. The Revolution Guards Corps declares its 
readiness for any expansion or increased activity necessary in 
this regard. 


3. The martyr-nurturing Muslim nation of Iran, which has 

ted its unmatched resistance, steadfastness, and self- 
sacrifice in the course of the revolution and the imposed the 
War, is preparing itself more than ever before to confront the 
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IRAN 


PRESENCE OF TUDEH MEMBERS IN KABUL REPORTED 

GF1L91 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian 1330 GMT 19 May 84 

[Text | Informed circles 1 Pakistan say that the Soviet Union has employed 
several exiled members of the Tudeh Party to work in various departments in 
Afghanistan. hese deh Party members are setting up a workers’ organization 
in Afghanistan and reviving the People's Democratic Party organization. The 
People's Democratic Party is the communist party of Afghanistan which according 
to observers, is, like the Tudeh Party, a protege of the Soviet Union. 
According to the BBC, there were rumors of the Tudeh Party members in Afghan- 
istan after the invasion of Afghanistan by the Soviet Union 4 years ago but 
after the Tudeh Party was crushed in Iran, the number of the exiled Tudeh 
Party members in Afghanistan has increased considerably. A former highranking 
Afghan official is taken refuge in the West said that a number of Tudeh 
Party members work in the Afghan prime ministry and others prepare drafts for 
the official speeches. This highranking Afghan official said that he has seen 
2t least 40 Iranians working in different departments in Afghanistan but their 
identity cards say t ire nationals of Soviet Tajikistan. However their 
accent shows that the 1re Iranians. 

Observers said that since the Afghan communists, the stooges of the Soviet 
Union, have no experience to carry out the plots of the Soviet Union in Afghan- 
istan, the Soviet Union is using those Tudeh Party members who have long ex- 
perience in activities o workers’ organizations and have experience in 
espionage. 
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PETROLEUM MINISTER INTERVIEWED ON OIL, GAS RESERVES 


f 


Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 20 


[Interview with Deputy Minister and Director of the National 
Iranian Oil Company Kheradmand by KEYHAN; date and place not 
specified] 


[Text] Drilling 011 wells, the role of foreigners in the oil 
industry since the victory of the revolution, Iran's aid to and 
cooperation with the neighboring country of Pakistan in drilling 
for oil and gas, the timetable for use of the refinery under 
construction in Arak, the plan for the reconstruction of the 
Abadan refinery, the production of crude oil and its export in 
view of the imposed war, the purchase of oil products from 
abroad, and the measures taken by the Ministry of Petroleum of 
the Islamic Republic to provide fuel needed in the country during 
the current year, especially in winter, were among the issues 
raised in an exclusive interview with Seyyed Hasan Kheradmand, 
the deputy minister and director general of the National Iranian 
Oil Company. The director general of the National Iranian 011 
Company has provided explanations concerning these issues, which 
follow in detail. 


KEYHAN: In the area of drilling 011 wells, can you tell us what 
is needed and what is different in terms of drilling in Iran 
Since the victory of the Islamic revolution compared to drilling 
in the past? 


Answer: In the oil industry, generally speaking, the work is 
based on two things: production and distribution. Production 
consists of discovery, drilling, and operation. Distribution 
consists of "refining and distribution" and "yipelines." Also, 
the underground reserves of crude 011 are made use of in two 
ways: 


l. Making use of the crude oil reserves of the continental 
plateau. Here, because of the existence of oil boundaries 
areas in common with other countries, priority has been giv 

the oil on the continental plateau and presently most of the 
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ents have been nade in this area. At the present time, 
to 300,000 barrels of o11 are extracted daily from these 


If the erude o1l reserves of the oil rich areas. Here as 
F oO] il rich areas of the country 

lLlotment which OPEC nas 

f Iran and about 2 million 

ted. 
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of oil are extracted and e 


ing, Since the revolution, 
his progress was not felt 
ye 


2 have made slgnificant progress. 
very much in the first two or three ars of the victory of the 
revolution, put recently, the national drilling company has had 
sSlgnifilcant success in drilling 50,000 meters of developmental, 
extraction and repair wells. I should add, of these wells 
irilled, 15 were on land and 2 were at sea. Also, in the course 
of the past one or two years, the oil industry has discovered two 

1jOr Natural gas fields, one in the extreme northeast, called 

ondadli), and another, called Zagheh and i Paawaroianent. in tne 
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reviously, mostly foreigners were active in drilling 
O1l wells. Explain the role of the foreigners in this 
the victory of the Islamic revolution. 
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Before the victory of tne Islamic revolution, more than 


eign drilling co Acenete Ancluding (Sadko), (Sad Iran), 


ere in charge of the major 

; in Ira lag icent victory of the Islamic 
Lon and the ietecminakion of the Muslim people of Iran, 
loyees of tnese conpanies fled and the work, in practice, 
to the hands of Iranian experts. 
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at the present time, the task of drilling in the oil 
ed out by Iranian personnel and foreigners are 


‘ne war 1s one of the major problems of our country at 


esent time. Tell us, in the area of drilling sea wells in 
i 


Sian Gulf, has the war blocked this activity? 


Tne war has not caused us any problems thus far in terms 
Ling and the production of 011 on the continental plat 
major damage which has been inflicted on us in reya 


irllling in connection with the war involves the drilling 
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5 in tne area of tne porder with Iraq, whic Ny 


Inately, we nave lost. As soon as the imposed war ends, we 


, ~ 1} : NIA . . ~All } : = hW - cele 4 yal 

(2 measures to operate and drill in this area, for which 
A - <} rAty T aA A17 —- -~ _ - 9 » ¥ arrsra ry 
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case mentioned, the other oil areas common to Iran and 

















the Persian Gulf countries are active and are not at all involved 
in the war. At the present time, noting the priorities for 
drilling and the operation of the oil areas common to Iran and 
saudi Arabia and Abu Dhabi, we are actively engaged in work, and 
we are planning the installation of the Iran-Sharjeh drilling 
platform in the 011 area of Nosrat will, God willing, to be 


concluded in the current year. 


KEYHAN: We have learned that Iran has signed an agreement 


a 


concerning drilling with our neighbor Pakistan. Please explain. 


Answer: Ina meeting with the authorities of the government of 
Pakistan in Iran, the grounds for negotiations were prepared for 
Iran to help Pakistan drill for oil and gas. Iran has declared 
its willingness in this area and is awaiting the response of the 
petitioning country. In addition to Pakistan, a request for aid 
in the form expertise came from the Turkish authorities in their 
recent visit to Iran concerning the exploration and drilling for 
O1l and gas, which was accerted. Also, at the present time, the 
Iranian O11 experts are working in Libya in the areas of 
production and operation at the permanent invitation of the 


. 


Libyan oil authorities. 


KEYHAN: Tell us, when will the work on the refinery in Arak be 
concluded; what percentage of the work on this refinery has been 
completed at the present time; and, once in operation, what will 
the cavacity of this refinery be? 


\nswer: It has been one year since the preliminary work began on 
is refinery. The plan for studying it will be ready by the end 
of the current year and it will take about two years to complete 
the installation operations of this refinery. Hence, we hope 
that this refinery will be ready for operation in a total of four 
years. The capacity of this refinery has been determined to be 
250,000 barrels per day, which we hope to increase in practice to 
300,000 barrels per day after the operation begins. 
KEYHAN: What is the decision of the Ministry of Petroleum in 
regards to the Abadan refinery? Please explain this and tell us 
if you have in mind to build other refineries in other areas in 


the future. 


Answer: According to the decision of the responsible authorities 
of the Ministry of O11 and the numerous sessions of the board of 
jirectors, the board of directors has unanimously approved the 
Dlan to reconstruct and renovate the Abadan refinery in two 
stages. In the first stage of this plan, two phases have been 
lecided upon. The first operational phase will have a capacity 


of 130,000 barrels per day, and in the second phase, this 


Capacity will reach 380,000 barrels per day. In the second 
stage, which is the final one, the capacity of the refinery will 
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increase to ), 900 Jarr2ls per day. Also, in order to provide 
the petroleu roduct needs of the country, studie ive Deen 
included for the construction of refineries and th insion 
tne present r2fineries in the five-year plan of the “fi lLstry of 
Petroleun. 

AEYHAN: Last year, according to the statements of the 9FFicials 
of the Ministry of Petroleum of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the 
capacity of the country's refineries increased over that of 1 
previous years. explain how this increase took place. 

inswer: Last year, the capacity of the country's refineries 
Increased from 560,000 to 670 ) barrels per day. ls increas 
in refining came to between 12 and 15 voercent in all the 
refineries of the country. (Of course, it should not yo unsaii 
that 1n some refineries this increase even reached percent. 
The increase in output of the country's refineries wa ichieved 
through use of the refinery expert cadre and thro Vie Fs 
Slight changes in some of the Systems of the distillation tower 
and by no means was a large investment made in this area. 
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KEYHANs If tne unjust attacks of Saddam on the Iranian oi! 
installations cause damage, explain how the Ministry of Petroleu 
9f the Islamic Republic of Iran will deal with it? 

Answer: In connection with damages to the “ania 1] 
installations, Saddam has not stonved at anything. ' 
Vith reliance on divine vower, the evil of the e 

reinoved fro the oil rich areas lal t 

terminal. YF course, you Know that thu ir t 
—Qlrplanes have been downed and thrown into 1 
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Other decisions have been ide t ensure that 

O1ll continues. 











He pointed out: In addition to the Abadan refin 
of order, tne Tabriz and Bakhtaran refineries we 
unjust attacks of Saddam. But, fortunately, with the efforts of 
the competent forces of the Abadan refinery, the Tabriz and 
Bakhtaran refineries have been repaired and at the present time, 
these two refineries are operating at a satisfactory capacity. 


ery being put ou 
re damaged by the 


KEYHAN: In order to provide for domestic fuel, does the Ministry 
of Petroleum plan to import petroleum products from abroad? If 
the answer is affirmative, explain in this regard. 


Answer: In the beginning of the imposed war, as a result of the 
I | Ss, the Abadan refinery, with a capacity of 600,000 
} re y, which in fact provided for half the fuel needs 
of the country, was put out of overation. For this reason 
noting the reasons fur oil shortages, the Ministry of Petroleum 
decided to activate the existing refineries in the country and, 
by the will of God, this was achieved. At the present time, the 


sa 


refineries of the country are working at a capacity of 670,000 
parrels a day, and the refining of this amount of crude oil will 
most certainly not meet the domestic needs. We hope that with 
the operation of the seventh refinery, t eed will reach a 
minimum. But, under in order to provide 
the needs of the coun roleum imports about 
1 1 
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circumstances, 
a finistry of Pet 
ined o11 and diesel Fue 


, USIlng the large 
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resources of the soecial oil tankers belonginy to the National 
[Iranian O11 Comoany. Also, to facilitate the transportation of 
Fuel, the production of the refineries and the import of 
oetroleum products are carried out through the large network of 
Dipelines throughout the country which have recently been 
completed. Of course, efforts are being made which, with 
oOlanning, should change the consumption of petroleum products 


froin liquid to natural gas. This is ultimately dependent on the 
implementation of natural gas outreach, especially in the cold 
and mountainous regions of the country. 


-YHAN s yn the whole, in order to provide domestic fuel and 


eliminate the shortages in agricultural, industrial, 
transportation and domestic use, what steos has the Ministry of 
Petroleum taken and how do you view the situation with regard to 
the fuel in the country in the current vear, pearier in the 
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IRAN »* 


FVOI COMMENTS ON REGIME'S NUCLEAR PROGRAM 
GF210712 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian 1500 GMT 20 May 84 


[Excerpts] According to a report by the Free Voice of Iran, with the opening 
of the Tehran seminar on industrial output and the speech of the head of the 
Atomic Energy Organization of the Islamic R» public at the opening of this 
seminar, some of the observers in the capital of our country have started 
secret whispering. 


Our correspondent in Tehran has reported that observers believe that the aim 

of the Islamic Republic in pursuing the atomic energy project is not to ac- 
quire electric power, but to acquire advanced nuclear weapons. The same 
specialists say that inanearlier speech, the head of the Atomic Energy Or- 
ganization of the Islamic Republic, Engineer ‘Abdollahi, disclosed that the é 
Khomeyni regime does not recognize the International Atomic Energy Commission 
and is not bound by its rules and regulations. We may remind you that on 

5 May Reza ‘Abdollahi gave a radio television press conference in Tehran, dur- 
ing which he denied all the rumors about efforts of the Khomeyni regime to ac- 
quire atomic technology. However, he stressed that the Islamic Republic is 
ready to join a (?police) organization so that it can look into the arsenals 

of the big countries. He added that this organization should be located ina 
Third World country and that this country should also belong to the nonaligned 
community. In other words, he meant to say that since the Islamic Republic 

has not acquired atomic weapons, it will not let the Internutional Atomic 

Energy Commission inspect its (?energy) programs [words indistinct]. The rumor 
that the Khomeyni regime will acquire the atomic bomb within the next 2 years 
was contradicted by the head of the Organization of Atomic Energy of the Islamic 
regime when he postponed this acquisition for about 5 years. 


The correspondent of the Free Voice of Iran added that while the liar and anti- 
national regime of the mullahs has all resources of the country in its hands, 
it is our national duty to inform the people in Iran, especially our compat- 
riots in (?Bushehr), of the treacherous and criminal plans of the mullahs who 
are dragging Iran toward a big atomic calamity. It should be noted that the 
Bushehr atomic energy station was founded during the regime of the late (?Shah). 
It was meant to produce atomic energy for peaceful uses and to meet the short- 
fall in electric power because most of the regions of Iran are suffering from 
lack of water. The southwestern part of the country is also facing a shortage 
of water required to run its various installations, and the electric power pro- 
duced there is much less than what the country needs. 
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Keeping in view the fact that the Iran of the Shah complied with all the inter- 
national laws and regulations and the intention of the past regime was also 

for peaceful uses of the atomic energy, and also keeping in view the fact that 
the head of the Atomic Energy Commission of the Islamic Republic has never said 
that the Khomeyni regime will not manufacture nuclear weapons, the fact remains 
that it is determined to reject all the international laws and show indiffer- 
ence to world opinion. 


Thus, it is becoming clear every day that the criminal regime of Khomeyni, by 
(?condemning) the Shah of Iran, has diverted the development plans of the 

past regime to the warmongering policies of its own, which will result in 
nothing but the bombardment of Iran with the cooperation of all the forces of 
the East and West and the regional powers. It would be very easy to shell the 
Persian Gulf port of Bushehr, where construction on the atomic power station 
began during the past regime. Now the only difficulty is that mullahs cannot 
make the necessary (?fuel) for the reactor and thus, they cannot manufacture 
enriched matter for manufacturing an atomic bomb. [Passage omitted] 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


CLASHES AMONG CANDIDATES--It has been reported in Paris that 60 persons in 
Tehran and 45 persons in Mashhad and other districts have been arrested in 
connection with the Majlis elections. Circles close to liberation movement 
said in Paris that some supporters of the liberation movement are also among 
those arrested. Another report says that on the day of the made-to-order 
elections in Shahrud City there were widespread demonstrations against the 
Khomeyni regime in which a guard was killed and several wounded. The same 
day in most of the cities of Mazandaran, fierce clashes occurred between the 
supporters of the Hojjatiyeh sect and the Islamic Republican Party in which 
several ballot boxes were stolen. In Tabriz also there was a clash between 
the macebearers of (Ebrahimi), a candidate of the Islamic Republican Party, 
and Rahmani, an independent candidate. [Text] [GF192020 (Clandestine) Radio 
Iran in Persian 1330 GMT 19 May 84] 


EXECUTION OF PRISONERS--Four hundred prisoners have been executed in Evin 
Prison. According to Persian language papers published abroad, on 1 May, 
which is the international labor day, 400 political prisoners were put in 
front of firing squads in Evin Prison by the executioners of the Islamic 
regime, thus adding another page to the already thick file of innumerable 
crimes of the Islamic regime. According to another report in the same 
paper, on 2 May, 10 political prisoners were shot dead by the mercenaries 
of Khomeyni in Shiraz. According to our reports, the regime has refused to 
hand over the bodies of the executed prisoners to their families. [Text] 
{[GF211722 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian 1330 GMT 21 May 84] 


WOUNDED GUARD SAID DEAD--As you remember, following the report by us concern- 
ing the assassination attempt against Hashemi-Rafsanjani, which led to the 
wounding of two of his guards, the officials of the Tehran regime denied this 
report. Our Tehran correspondent again repeats the repart, adding that 3 days 
after the event one of the wounded guards died in [the] hospital. His name 

was Esma'il Reyhani. His father, Reza Reyhani, has become mentally disturbed 
after the death of his son. Apparently he was walking in the streets of Tehran 
and loudly insulting Khomeyni and Rafsanjani. He was recently sent to a mental 
asylum ‘n Tehran by the guards corps. [Text] [GF221328 (Clandestine) Radio 
Nejat-e Iran in Persian 1630 GMT 21 May 84] 


94 


CSO: 4640/239 











PAKISTAN 


SIND MOVEMENT DUBBED PATRIOTIC BY AHMED SOOMRO 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 27 Avr 84 p 9,18 


/Interview with Ahmed Mian Soomro, chairman of Sind Tahrik-e Istiqlal, by 
Ashraf Chath in Li.hore; date not specified/ 


/Excerpts/ Mr Ahmed Mian Soomro, chairman of the defunct Sind Tahrik-e 
Istiqlal, belongs to a famous political dynasty of Jacobabad. His 
father, Haji Maula Bakhah Soomro, was a consultant on political 

affairs to the present government and his younger brother, Ilahi Bakhah 
Soomro, is the federal minister of industry. Mr Ahmed Mian Soomro has 
long experience in parliamentary procedures and was the deputy speaker 

of the Western Pakistan assembly during the Ayub era. He is a well-known 
attorney in Sind and was interviewed when he visited Lahore in 
connection with his legal practice. 


/Question/ Mr Soomro, what are your impressions about the recent 
political campaign in Sind? 


/Answer/ In my opinion, it was a very successful campaign to establish 
democracy. This campaign brought a political awareness to people. This 
campaign cannot be called unsuccessful just because it was forcibly 
crushed. I believe this was a nationwide movement and was supported by 
people from all provinces, hundreds of whom went to jail. 


/Question/ How true is the accusation that this campaign was supported 
by foreign agents? A lot of questions were raised when Mrs Indira Gandhi 
issued a statement supporting the campaign. Will you please explain this? 


/Answer/ We should remember that whenever a movement to establish 
democracy was started in our country, the government blamed external 
involvement. These accusations later were proved wrong. This campaign 
for national unity is being labeled antinational even though there is no 
external interference. Were there foreign involvement, this movement 
would nothave been suppressed so easily. Therefore, I believe that this 
accusation is baseless. 
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/Question/ Is it not true that some landlords and property owners in 
Sind, who have never participated in any movement, jumped into the arena 
on instructions from U.S. senators and diplomats? 


/Answer/ First of all, let me explain that land ownership was banned 
in Sind in 1959 under section 64 of mertial law. There are no landlords 
there. There is a difference between landlords and farmers. The land 
is owned by farmers not by landlords. The landlords in Sind gave up 
most of their land to the government when agricultural reforms were 
implemented. During the Ayub era, landlords were paid a trifling 5 
rupees per unit of land. This land was distributed among farmers at 
three or four times its cost. During the Bhutto era, under section 
115 of martial law, landlords had to give up their land without 
reimbursement. In 1977, land ownership by an individual was reduced 
from 12,000 units to 8,000 units. Only 30 rupees per unit were paid 
to landlords. I would say that Sind's landowners joined forces with 
people to fight for their rights. They did nct need any instructions 
from outsiders. All these accusations are baseless. 


/Question/ Some Sind leaders have raised slogans about a confederation. 
What is your opinion about this? Are you satisfied with the provincial 
autonomy provided in the 1973 constitution? 


/Answer/ I think the slogan about confederation resulted from the 
feeling of deprivation created by 6 years of martial law. The purpose 
of such slogans is to inform other provinces that their basic rights 
are being suppressed. These slogans will automatically cease when the 
rights included in the 1973 constitution are given to the provinces. 

On the other hand, if people are suppressed continually, their attitude 
will take a turn for the worse. The present government has forced 
unbelievable conditions on people. Our countrymen do not know what 
will happen tomorrow. The 12 August plan does not clarify what kind 

of elections will be held and what role there will be for political 
parties. As for the rights of the provinces, I believe that if our 
government wants a unity of provinces, it must assure protection of 
their rights. To satisfy people in the smaller provinces, the government 
should federate only four departments, as demanded in the charter of 
Takrik-i Islami. These departments are defense, currency, foreign 
affairs and communications. The remaining departments should be left 
to provincial governments so that the people can make their own 
decisions. I believe that this is essential for our country's 
ability and unity. 


/Question/ How true is the statement of the federal defense minister 

that Sindis have been given an appropriate quota in the armed forces? 

Also, the fact that the present government is the first to establish a 
Sind regiment? 


/Answer/ No quota has been reserved for Sindis in the civil or armed 
services. The so-called Sind Regiment exists in the government's mind 
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only. Actually it is staffed by people from the backward districts of 
Punjab, such as Jhelum, Rawalpindi and Attock. The quota for Sindis 
in the civil services is also limited and is the main cause of the 
feeling of suppression. Even the chief secretary of Sind is not a 
Sindi and only half of the provincial secretaries are Sindis. As for 
the police, more than half of the station head officers, assistance 
subinspectors, constables and assistant superintendents of police 

are nonSindis. In other provinces, local people are given these 
positions. Why is this practice not followed in Sind when there is 
no dearth of capable and qualified Sindis? 


/Question/ Will you please comment on the recent transfer of Sind's 
governor? 


/Answer/ What difference does it make? There can be no change when 
one military general is replaced by another military general as governor. 
The government is still the same. The previous governor, Abbasi, did not 
even meet with Sindis. People had begun to believe that this is not 
their government, and this government has no knowledge of their problems. 


/Question/ What stand will you take if the coming elections are held 
on a nonparty basis? 


/Answer/ I de not consider elections held on a nonparty basis as 
democratic elections. They might just as well select people of their 
choice for the Majlis-e Shura. Taxes collected from people are being 
showered on these chosen officials. The government declares people 
with political ties as unsuitable to run in elections and, at the 

same time, includes them in the Majlis-e Shura. If the government is 
intent on holding elections on a nonparty basis, the question of 
political parties taking part in elections does not even arise. 


/Question/ What is your impression of the efforts to unite political 
parties? 


/Answer/ The more political parties unite on a single platform the 
stronger the movement for establishing a democratic system will becomme. 
In my opinion, a political party that believes in democracy is a real 
political party; other parties are notreal political parties. To 
establish democracy, all political parties must unite. 


/Question/ Recently you met with Air Marshal Asghar Khan, leader of 
your political party, at Abbotabad. What are his thoughts about the 
political atmosphere of the country? 


/Answer/ Air Marshal Asghar Khan thinks that cur country's unity is 
in grave danger if elections are not held soon in accordance with the 
1973 constitution. He believes that the present crisis can be solved 
by leaders elected by the people. Power must be transferred to 














representatives elected by the people. The government, however, has 
jailed Air Marshal Asghar Khan, Nawabzada Nasrulla Khan and Miss Benazir 
without benefit of a trial. This is anti-Islamic and grossly illegal 
act. 


/Question/ What would you say about the plan to move offices of Pakistan 
International Airlines, Civil Aviation and the Airport Security Force 
from Karachi to Islamabad? 


/Answer/ I believe that moving these offices from Karachi to Islamabad 


will only aggravate the feeling of adeprivatior felt by Sindis. These 
offices should not be moved from Karachi to Islamabad. 


7997 
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PAKISTAN 





SIND GOVERNMENT BANS MRD CONVENER FROM PROVINCE 


GF191121 Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES In English 19 May 84 p 1 
[By Correspondent ] 


[Text] Islamabad--The Sind Government yesterday externed opposition leader 
Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan from Karachi before he could begin his tour of the 
province. 


Externment orders were served on Mr Nasrullah at Karachi Airport on Thursday 
night immediately after his arrival from Lahore. A strong police party whisked 
the convener of the Movement for the Restoration of Democracy to the VIP lounge 
as he emerged from the plane while several thousand MRD workers waited outside 
the terminal building to give him a big welcome, MRD sources said here. 


Mr Nasrullah was kept in the lounge for about 4 hours and was then flown back 
to Lahore early yesterday morning. 


MRD sources said Mr Nasrullah had planned to visit Karachi and some major towns 
in the interior of Sind where the MRD agitation was most effective during the 
anti-government protests last year. This was his first visit to the province 
after 3 years of detention. 


The disappointed MRD workers shouted anti-government slogans outside the air- 
port building when they learned that Mr Nasrullah was not being allowed to 
come out, according to MRD sources. 


During his tour of Sind Mr Nasrullah was scheduled to meet MRD workers, address 
bar associations and meet families of MRD workers who had died during last 
year's agitation in Sind. 


He also planned to meet political leaders outside the MRD fold including Pir 
Pagara of the Muslim League, Maulana Shah Ahmed Noorani of Jamiat Ulema Pakis- 
tan and Prof Ghafoor Ahmed of Jamaat-e-Islami. 


Mr Nasrullah has been banned from entering Sind Province for the next 3 months 


while a similar entry ban imposed by the Baluchistan Government 3 years ago has 
been renewed at regular intervals and remains effective. 
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The MRD convener was released from detention at his house in Khan Garh on 
27 April and has since then visited several Punjab towns including Multan, 
Lahore, Gujranwala, Sialkot and Sargodha. He presided over the MRD Central 
Committee meeting on 7 May and 8 May after the meeting elected him convener 
for the next 3 months. 


Mr Nasrullah addressed the Sargodha Bar Association on Thrusday and strongly 
denounced President Ziaul Haq's 12 August election plan as a blueprint for 
perpetuation of dictatorial rule. 


Mr Nasrullah criticised the government ban on political reporting in the press 
which came into effect on 9 May, and observed that the Zia regime was afraid 
it could not carry the nation on its 12 August programme. 


Meanwhile the MRD Central Committee is meeting in Peshawar on 28 and 29 May 
to discuss the latest political situation in the country. 

















PAKIS‘1.4N 


PAPER ON TURKISH PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT 
GF212012 Karachi DAWN in English 16 May 84 p 7 
[Editorial: "Friendship with Turkey"] 


[Text] The Turkish prime minister's visit to Pakistan has helped focus atten- 
tion on this country's bilateral ties with Turkey. It needs hardly be pointed 
out that these relations are of long-standing and are based on common histori- 
cal experiences, cultural traditions and religious bonds which have formed the 
basis for strong ties of friendship between the two nations. Moreover, their 
Similar perception of international developments which affect the peace and 
security of the Middle East and South Asia and their mutuality of interests in 
many areas, have deepened the understanding between them. They tend to adopt 
similar positions on major world issues as reflected in joint communiques is- 
sued on previous occasions. The convergence of the views of the two sides on 
Afghanistan, the Middle East and the Gulf war needs no confirming. In their 
banquet speeches the leaders of the two countries spoke quite clearly about 
the need for a cease-fire in the Gulf, the dangers of Israel's expansionist 
policies and the importance of withdrawal of foreign forces from Afghanistan. 
Pakistan's position on the Turkish Cypriot Republic also underscores its sup- 
port and friendly sentiments for Turkey. 


It was, however, in the field of economic cooperation that President Zia Ul Haq 
and Prime Minister Ozal took more tangible measures. The fifth session of the 
Pakistan-Turkey joint commission, which had opened in Islamabad 2 days before 
Mr Ozal's arrival there, concluded on a happy note after drawing up a protocol 
for economic and technical cooperation. The commission identified the areas in 
which joint ventures could be set up and Mr Ozal specifically spoke of colla- 
boration in the manufacture of tractors, agricultural machinery, auto parts and 
electronics. But the most encouraging aspect cf the negotiations between the 
two countries is that they have decided to concentrate on building up infra- 
structural facilities such as shipping, air services and telecommunications. 
This is a sensible policy, for in the absence of these basic facilities moves 
to step up trade and joint ventures cannot make progress. This is evident from 
these countries’ past experience. In spite of their firm determination to es- 
tablish close economic links, Ankara and Islamabad have failed to do so over 
the years because this fundamental aspect of the matter was never fully appre- 
ciated. The shipping service which has been established to connect Pakistan 
with Turkey, the telex system between them and the banking facilities available 
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to their traders are markedly inadequate. By expanding these services, the 

two governments should be able to stimulate joint economic activities. Another 
significant decision was the one regarding fcoliow-up action. It has been found 
that on many occasions a decision taken by the joint commission has not been 
implemented. Joint ventures which have been agreed upon have failed to get off 
the ground. The six-member comnittee set up to monitor joint industrial pro- 
jects should be able to ensure that these undertakings are not unnecessarily 
delayed. 


An area of special interest to both Pakistan and Turkey is trade which they 
have sought to promote since 1964 when the RCD [Regional Cooperation for De- 
velopment] was set up. In the absence of the basic infrastructure facilities 
and given the level of development of their economies, it is not surprising 
that the volume of trade has not grown substantially. With trade exchanges 
totalling Rs 371 million last year, Turkey and Pakistan have much scope to 
expand their imports and exports. Another weak spot in their pattern of trade 
has been the heavy imbalance which has been growing from year to year. In the 
last 2 years, Pakistan was not able to export to Turkey even a quarter of what 
it imported from there. In 1981-82 the deficit amounted to Rs 222 million. 

It went up to Rs 240 million last year. By extending to Pakistan a revolving 
credit facility of 50 million dollars, Turkey has taken an important step 
towards expanding trade. But the imbalance can be expected to grow even fur- 
ther. This aspect, one hopes, will be properly looked into on our side. 


CSO: 4600/572 
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PAKISTAN 


"SUBSTANTIAL OIL' FOUND NEAR HYDERABAD 
GF211401 Karachi DAWN in English 15 May 84 p 1 


[Text] Islamabad, 14 May (APP)--Substantial oil has been struck at Tando Alam, 
20 kilometres southeast of Hyderabad. Dr Mohammad Asad Khan, minister in 
charge for petroleum and natural resources, announced here today. 


Addressing a news conference, he said, it was [the] fifth significant oil dis- 
covery during the last 8 months. Earlier, the oil exploration was made at 
Dakhani, Dhurnal, Leghari and Golarchi, lke added. 


He said the initial tests at Tando Alam have yielded 2,200 to 3,000 barrels 
per day of superior quality oil at the depth of 8,200 feet. 


The oil bearing structure has three pay zones. The oil has been discovered 
from the first zone, while the production testing of the remaining two zones 
will be continued, he added. 


Dr Mohammad Asad Khan describing the new oil discovery at Tando Alam a happy 
news for the nation, stated that it has greatly enhanced the chances of finding 
new oil and gas deposits in vast sedimentary areas with similar geological con- 
ditions located in Hyderabad, Sanghar, Nawabshah, Khairpur and Tharparkar 
districts. 


Giving details of new oil exploration, he said, the Tando Alam structure was 
a sub-surface feature. It was delineated by Oil and Gas Development Corpora- 
tion (OGDC) after extensive geological and geophysical survey. The structure 
has an aerial extent of 20 sq kilometres. 


He said, the OGDC started drilling of the exploratory well at Tando Alam by 
using its own rigs and completed it at a depth of 8,200 feet in lower ground 
formation of cretaceous age. Based on the results of geological information, 
well logging and drilling data, three zones have been selected for production 
testing. The production testing of the first zone in interval 7,091 feet to 
7,150 was started on 12 May 1984. The success was achieved after 104 days of 
drilling, he added. 


In reply to a question, Dr Asad said that a present oil production in the coun- 
try was 15,450 barrels per day while the daily consumption was around one lakh. 
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Answering another question, he said the government was mobilising all available 
resources for stepping up gas and oil exploration in the country. Short and 
long-terms programmes have been made to make the country self-sufficient in 
these products, he added. 


He said, many incentives have been floated to attract the foreign investments 
for the exploration of the oil-bearing structure. 


He expelled the impressions that past announcements about the oil discovery 
were based on speculations. He said, oil drilling at Khurnal, Leghari, Golar- 
chi and Dakhani produced significant results. 


In reply to a question, Dr Asas said that indication of oil production between 
2,200 and 3,000 barrels at Tando Alam was the result of 3 hours’ test. The 
exact quantity of production could be determined after undertaking more tests. 


Asked about the measures to conserve the available energy resources, he re- 
plied that the government has worked out a general policy to save the energy 
wherever it could be possible. However, he added, energy consumption ror de- 
velopment purposes could not be curtailed. 


Replying to a question regarding Dhodak oil field, the minister said steps 
were underway to urgently put this field on production. "The tenders received 
from some international agencies to take up the job were being evaluated and 


decision in this regard would be made in a couple of weeks. 


To a question, he said negotiations with some foreign companies were going on 
for undertaking offshore oil exploration in the country. 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


RICE EXPORT TARGET EXCEEDED--The rice export target of $380 million set by the 
government for the rice exports in the current year has been exceeded. Radio 

Pakistan's representative says 1.15 million tons of rice worth about $400 mil- 
lion have already been exported. [Excerpt] [BK220539 Karachi Domestic Service 
in English 1005 GMT 20 May 84] 


ECONOMIC AGREEMENT WITH PRC--Pakistan and China today signed in Beijing a 
protocol to further promote and consolidate the economic cooperation between 
the two countries. The protocol specifies areas and projects in which such 
cooperation will be further promoted and consolidated. It was signed by the 
finance minister, Mr Ghulam Ishaq Khan, and the Chinese first vice minister 
of foreign economic relations and trade [title as heard], Mr Zheng Tuobin, 
following the 3-day meeting of the Pak-China Joint Ministerial Committee on 
Economic, Trade, Scientific and Technical Cooperation. The leaders of the 
two delegations expressed satisfaction over the efforts made by the two coun- 
tries to further develop bilateral economic and technical cooperation. The 
third session of the joint ministerial committee will be held in Islamabad 
next year. [Text] [BK211203 Karachi Domestic Service in English 1005 GMT 

21 May 84] 
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